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ALLOTMENT PLAN

Hiddle Fork Mill Creek Allotment

Colville Ranger Distriet
Colville National Forest
Prepared by Clenn A. Maryobt--1963

Deseripbion «

a. Beginning ab junction of Aladdin road and forest boundary, thence
northeast slong Bon Ayre ridge to Bon Ayre Peask; thence easterly on the
ridge between Rocky Creek and Middle Fork of Mill Creek to the Beastrom
road; thence westerly on the ridgs betwesn the Middle Fork and Secuth
Fork of Mill Creek to the three forks of Mill Creeks; thence north and
east along forest boundary to the point of beginning.

b. The topography of this allotment varies from flat to very steep
slopes. It is made up of old homestead meadows and some open timber
sidehills. It is very difficult to menage this area as the cattle stay
in the meadows as long as there is a bite o eat and will not go up on
the sidehill range. Frobably the only way to get adequate ubilization
is to fence the meadows,

Idvestock Mumbars & Seasan e

Season of use is from 5-16 to 10-1%5. In normal years this season is
fairly accurate. A somewhat later opening date would be bebter for the
range generally. Permitted stock number Gl head of which 50 are pree
ference.

Hisbory of Past Use -

See Form 2210~1L attached. This alletment is at present under tws pere
mittees, Iuiten has L2 head and Kirpes 12. The permit has been with
these two ranches since 1947. Farlier when the aves had meny small
homesteads the stock ran ab will in this area. The ares was burned in
the late 20's and has g heavy stand of reproduction coming on it at
pregents In 1956 Kirvpes permit on the area for 20 head was reduced to
10 and the other 10 head was changed to the S.F. Mill Creek. Gencrally
the history of the area is the same, the meadows are overgrazed and the
higher renge is nobt utilized., In 1957 the permittees plowed up and re-
seeded aboult 20 acres of meadow. This increased production on this
area a great deal for a short iime.

The area has been heavily infested with goat weed for a number of years.
However in 1961 the Goat weed beetles finally caught up with the weed
and it is under control zt present.

Big game use on the area is light . There is some mule deer winter in
this aresz most winterz and Whitetail use the lowspy part of the range,
However to date there has been no conflict of use.
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Correlation with Other Uses =

This avea is primarily a btimber produging area and range is generally
secondary in nature. The meadows cleared by homesteaders are going
back gradually to bimber. The open hills caused by burns are bee-
coning timbered again. Graging will be restricted more and more ag
this takes pluce.

There is an inereagsed recresational use but this has nobt conflicted
with grazing yet. Fishing snd camping are popular along the Middle
fork of Mill Creek., Fventually a campground will be needed and this
will take some area formerly used for grazing.

Fetingted Grazing Capacibies =

tenerally the trend on this area is static, There has been a slight-
1y upward trend with the control of goat weed beetle. However ubili-
gation on the meadows still approaches 1004 and the present stocking
should not be increased unless we go to much more intensified manage-
ment than I believe iz pogsible on this area.

Administrative Studies =

Last season a ubilization cage was placed on the planted area on Mill
Cresk, HNo transectsz have been placed on bhe arsa.

System of Grasing Use -

This area was divided into two allotments, however a new road was
built and we need a cattle guard to replace the one destroyed. The
area is on a seasonal use basia., Cattle are turned oub and little
or no herding is done. This regulits in localiszed overuse and under
uge.

Counbting Livestock =

Iivestock are counted and marked with dye before being turned on the
rangss

Range Improvements «

There is a drift fence dividing the upper and lower range. Howsver
the cattle guard musht be replaced to get much benefit from it.

Special Management Problems -

There is considersble conflict between permittees. Kirpes with only
12 head of cadtle cannot afford to keep a bull with them at all times.
He would take a five head cut to be asble to move to the South Fork

of Mill Creek. This would probably be beneficial as eventuslly we
will need to reduce this range. There is still the problem of utili-
zation. We could overcome this by fencing for control but this is

not economically feasible. Therefore we will continue to do what we
can to pet the permitbee to move his catile and herd them some. This

is a2lso almost an impossibility.




MIDDLE FORK MILL CREEK ALLOTMENT

11l.3pecial Management Problems

Tntensive management of this area would require 6+8 miles of feneing.snd would
aceomplish very little increase in grazing. Most of the timber is too thilelk and
the ground too steep Lo conbribute much to graszing range. Thiz ranze has aboutb
all the cattle it can support.

Most of the meadows are bemporary and productive capacity is now not high enough
to justify trying to keep the timber out of them. However encroachment of timber
will be slow and will have only a gradual effeect on grazinge.
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ESTIMATED GRAZING CAPACITY SUMMARY SHEET
(Reference FSH 2213.22)

Forest  Colville  Renger district  Colville Allotment Widdle Pk, Mill Cresk
Date completed  April 15, 1963 L
Kind and elass cf livestock catile

1.

2. Paid - Number 5% o2 Season 6/1-10/35 hAnimal months 248 /57
Exempt - Number SEASOM. e Animel months
Totel - Number S#4/2 Season 6/1-10/13 Animal months  #4% /&g

b. Present rate of stocking, open for grazing I £ 7 acres per cow month.

¢, Present rate of stocking, primary range v /. & acres per cow month,

Revised Estimate of Grazing Capacity - Primary Range

a. Indicated capacity - Animal momths Desired season
b. Indicated proper rate of stocking, suitable for graging acres per
cow month, T e

¢, Brief summery for basis of above estimates, (Allotment-analysis data, range-
inventory data, actual-use records, range inspection, utilization, proper-use
studies, ete., Use reverse side of foxm for summary statements and estimated
grazing capacity caleculations.)

Adjustiments Needed to Balance Obligation With Estimated Grazing Capacity of
Primary Range

a, Number Animal months

and/or

b. Seasonal change G Animal months
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TREND IN SOIL AND VEGETATIVE CONDITION SUMMARY SHEET

Forest  Golville........ Ranger district Golville Allotment wmiddle Fk. Mill Cr.

Date completed Fehrnary. ) 4,.1963 By

Kind of livestock caktle. .
Primary Range

Condition Vegetative trend (acres) Soil trend (acres)

class Up Down |Static Total Up Dowm |Static Total
Excellent
Good 1.20 2 . IR R (EE 291 . 291
Fair 60 17 231 @0 . S
Poor
Very poor
Total 60 291 351 351 351
Percent XXXXX XXXXX

Secondary Range

Condition Vegetative trend (acres) Soil trend (acres)

class Up Down |Static Total Up Dovm |Static Total
Excellent
Good 1295 1295 1295 1295
Fair
Poor
Very poor
Total 1295 1295 1295 1295
Percent 100 XXXXX 100 XXXXK




Forest golyilie .

VEGETATIVE CONDITION CLASSIFICATION RY RANGE TYPES SUMMARY SHEET -

Kind of livestock

MO

N GO —=d Ovan L

(Reference FSH 2213.21)

Ranger district

Suitable for grazing use

. Open for grazing but should be
closed

Total ares open for grazing use
Unusable area
Closed to livestock use
Total area unusabvle

Net area of national -forest land
Alienated land
. Gross area .in allotment

e Bolyille

"‘R1-2210-8

acres

acres

acres

acres

acres

acres

333

acres
acres
acres

. Condition
class

2

Total

Good .

Poor ..

Very poor

Total

95

256

351

Condition
class

Vegetation types (acres) - secondary range open for grazing

Total

Good ...

Fair b

Poor

Very poor

1295

Total

1295

1295




Allotment

RECORD OF GRAZING USE

(Reference FSH 2213,22)

R1-2210-11 (Revised 3/62)

HeF 850 o iiiibumms s

Year

Permitted use

Actual

use

Proper

use

Number

Season

A.M,

Number

Season

A.M.

Percent
use

Date

Percent
use

6/1=10/15..
| 6/1=30/15..]...
|6/1-10/15 .

6/1-10/15..

6/1-10/15..

-} 6/1=10/15..|..

-6/1-10/15..] ..
| 6/1-10/15..

| 6/1-10/15..
kOl O | 23 | TH

el O O LS e B O el . :

L 6/1=10/17 .
] 6/1=10/15..

| 6/1-10/15..].

.| 6/1-11/6....
o B L 1LJ00. ..
| 641+20/20...

6/1-10/15..

| 6/2-20/1.......
LGl r0lE)

0. Record. |..........

Instructions on reverse
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MIDDLE FORK OF MILL CREEK

22203
Allotments
| -2/ bt
SPECTIAL PROBLIMS FOR TNTENSIVE MANAGFIFENT

In 1965 the permit to Kirpes was transferred to South Fork of Mill Creek and
reduced to 5 head at his request, thls should eliminate some of the friction
on the allotment. Yo additional allotment is plamned to £111 in behind these
gtock as the conditlon of the range does not warrant the additional stock.

There has been little or no management of stock on this allotment. As soon as
possible we need to replace the catble gunard and re-establish use of the drift
fences

Distribution of cattle is the important factor missing in the use of this range
under present managements I see no possibility of getting adequate management
of stocks

Rustling 18 @ big problem here as the owmer lost i cows and 6=8 calves this
geason., 2
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MANAGEMENT
Colville
MIDDLE FORK MILL_CREEK MANAGEMENT UNLT
Season

June 1 to October 15
Class of Stock

Cattle and horses

Number of Stock
60 head - 270 animal months

t of @ and Utilization

Consistently thzough the years this area has had full utilization on
the meadows and former fields, resulting in a somewhat weedy and sod bound
condition, Feed production from these meadowe and clearings is considerably
less than desired. Goatweed has invaded a high percentage of the open type,
resulting in a further loss of capacity,

The lower slopes which contain a fair stand of bunchgrass and pine grass
are not used excessively. The upper slopes could stand heavier use.

See remarks under Special Management Problems and Recommendations below
for a more complete explanationmn.

Salting

Salt has been put out in ample amounts at posted salt grounds. The
grounds should ba changed, and the permittees encouraged to use salt as a
distribution control to a greater extent. For the next few years anyway, posted
grounds should be used.

Rider
The permittees usually work with their stock about one day a week, with

little effectiveness toward getting full utilization of the higher more scattered
feed. DMore riding would be desirable.

Special Management Problems and Recommendations
1. Strive for control of goatweed.
2. Ranger and permittee together locate and followup on:
a. Better salting areas.

b, High water holes.
c. Trails to higher feed areas.
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3. Pence out and establish better grass on selected areas of high
potential productivity. Use controlled rotations tc use this
additional feed,.

4. Rotate early season use above and below midway drift fence annually
or biannually.

5. Install cattle guard on the South Fork Mill Creek road to control
late season drift.



G September 8, 1948
MANAGRMENT PLANS .
Middle Perk Mill Cresk

@hﬂ.a allotment is at present end hes been for the pas'i: giz years hendling 66 o 70
head of oabtle. The permithess Dale Kitt and Je Ge Lubien beth heve ranches on Mill
Creek cutside the forest boundary, and are esanmmaurata for the mumber permitteds

The mg@ is mostly olearing frem provious hcmest@ads alcmg the lower porbions of th@
valley end the feed is composed ef mostly blue gress end ved top in these old eleared
erenze  The mosbt of the feed is on dry bench land above the level of the oreeks and
well gressed over except for a few portions which are quite weedy. All of these flets
and benches are, and have been eaten off alasely ench yeur, 8alt grounds eve toeated
on slopes (lower portion) considersbly ebove the oreek hotbem, and there is ebundant
water over the sres exeept for the fact thet it is mostly confined o the creck bobboms,
He spring has been developed which hag been uged, however; one was put in at a highey
elevation (ses msp) in an nbbempt bo peob steck to stay end feed e fair sized bench
carrying goed forage ab sbout 3,500 Peet elevabion. So far this has been unsv ecessful
and the feed goes uneubilized, big bunch and pine grasss Seversl abtempbs have been
mnadé to use thies feed by pushing gbock up the si@p@ 4o the Peed bubt withoub reﬁul’t‘ss- -

In the nozwth e@nﬁml portion of the allotment a fair pize oreek enters the mdﬁia :
Fork from the northe To6 the east of this oreek is & large ridge which has been burned |
over, pz-oba.bly about 1928, this carries considerable pine grass and some others inters
mingled with ite The ridge is nob woll supplied with sbook water bub sbock work up
t‘he slepe from the bobbeme

o wwld geon bhat the lower flats and benches are not very preductive, grasgs does
nigt gobt started too well in the spring end growth is slowe. The season opens June 1,
Wag uged from Mey 1 prior to 1944 I understends Theb is too early. Fron the time
gtook come in at beglmning of the semson the bebter more molst arems ere fed as lang
a8 stock sen geb anythings They then take to the brueh and out of the way corners
unbil the end of the semson, Cabble come off in pretby good shape bub not in es good
gheps 8.8 some other areas (Smokeout end Seuth Fork Mill Oreek)s It is my belief thab
the myees is carrying ite maximwn numbér of cabbtle forthe productiveness of the soll,
(dry beneh lands)e Such areas of moisbt feed ay there mre, seem to be fed over tos
consbantly for the good of the cabtle or the feeds When the dryer benches dry up
gz*assing ends and the stoock work from the mere mais“h areas to feed not yeb werk&d.

, 1% increagss should be ailmm& on this area unleas pome remedy cenm prevent teo heavy .
ume on the lower benches and slopes, The two permittess sre not eoncerned sbout the
olose ubilizetion, bub ehisfly interested in an oarlier opéning dete which I believe
ghould be songidered out, I the pormittes can provide themselves with pasmm on
their own land during June it might be possible to let this fesd mebure further, bub
then I beli@ve songiderable feed on the dryer aress would get te well cured for ubilizaes
tione

I eonsider this gomewhat esf‘ a problem srea for the above ressonse It might be paséihl@
to disk and eeed in enother species of grass and get better yleld, The existing blue
zyaas and red bop seem to be stepnateds The aree Wrying forage should be adequate

for the nmumber grozeds

It has beem the mzs‘izam to count stock on the Aladdin Road on the way in when ‘%sha
opening dabe hes been decided and seheduled, or &book ean be counted at the renches
previcusly. Stock is usunlly driven into the range by the twe pormitbees together,
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and driven baolk so the ranches as they are rounded up at the end of the season wibil
all are oube

$elbt grounds are posbted and shown on the mep in fleld nobe book, see salt schedules
for those asslgned %o each permltiese

E&ti@n usually handles his eabble on the upper end of the ares and Kitt uges the
lower porbions DBeth heve Peecilities for hauling paddle horses






