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Fishing  
 

Modoc National Forest 
 

The Modoc National Forest may be located in the high desert but we offer some outstanding fishing 

opportunities. Our Reservoir fishing was recommended in Field and Stream Magazine in the May 2000 

issue. 

Rivers  

The Pit River is the only River that crosses the Modoc NF. The Pit River is the largest river in northeastern 

California. It drains this part of the state before entering the Sacramento River at Shasta Lake. The north fork of the Pit 

starts at Goose Lake, while the south fork begins high in the Warner Mountains.  The two converge near Alturas, 

California. The river flows through large mountain valleys and cuts its way through massive basalt flows to form 

incredible canyons. These canyons exhibit unusual geological formations that promote a variety of wildlife species 

unique to these landscapes. Fishing is available in the river as well as in several large reservoirs and lakes 

nearby.  

River Fishing 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance  

in miles  

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Big Valley RD 

Pit River No 
Bass  

Catfish    None   

Devils Garden RD 

Pit River No 
Bass  

Catfish    
Howard's 

Gulch   

Warner Mountain RD - South of Hwy 299 

So. Fork Pit River Yes Trout   Mill Creek 5 

Natural Lakes  

Natural Lakes 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance  

in miles  

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Doublehead RD 

Blanche Lake No None  Medicine 4 

Bullseve Lake Yes Trout  Medicine 4.5 

Little Medicine Lake Yes 

Trout  
arctic 

grayling   Medicine 1.5 



Fishing                                                                                                                                  Page  

Modoc National Forest 
2 

Natural Lakes 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance  

in miles  

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Medicine Lake Yes Trout  

Medicine  0 

Headquarters  0 

Hemlock  0 

Warner Mountain RD - North of Hwy 299 

Cave Lake Yes Trout  Cave Lake 0  

Lily Lake Yes Trout  Cave Lake 1.4 

Warner Mountain RD - South of Hwy 299 

Patterson Lake Yes Trout 6 

None - in 
South Warner 

Wilderness  

Clear Lake No Trout 1 Mill Creek 12 

No. Emerson Lake Yes Trout 3 Emerson 3 

So. Emerson Lake Yes Trout 3 Emerson 3 

Lost Lake No Trout  Patterson 15 

Blue Lake Yes Trout  Blue Lake  

Reservoirs 

Reservoirs 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance 

in miles 

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Devils Garden RD 

Beeler Reservoir No Bass 
Bluegill  

 Howard's Gulch 7 

Big Sage Reservoir No 

Bass 
Catfish  
Crappie    Big Sage  

Deer Hill Reservoir No   None  

Duncan Reservoir Yes Trout  Howard's Gulch 8 

Essex Reservoir No 

Bass 
Catfish  
Crappie   None  

Everly Reservoir No Bass  None  

Green Springs 
Reservoir No 

Bass  
Trout   None  

Householder Reservoir No Bass  None  

Janes Reservoir No Trout  None  

McGinty Reservoir No Trout 1 None  

Reservoir C Yes 
Bass  
Trout   None  

Reservoir F Yes Trout  Howard's Gulch 13 
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Reservoirs 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance 

in miles 

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Warner Mountain RD - North of Hwy 299 

Briles Reservoir Yes Trout  Plum Valley 6 

Small Streams  

Streams 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance  

in miles  

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Big Valley RD 

Ash Creek Yes Trout  Ash Creek  

Willow Creek No Trout  Willow Creek  

Toms Creek No Trout  None  

Doublehead RD 

Rock Creek No Bass  None  

Warner Mountain RD - North of Hwy 299 

Pine Creek                 

NO ANGLING No Trout  Cave Lake 4 

Twelve Mile Creek No Trout  Cave Lake 6 

Dismal Creek No Trout  Cave Lake 3 

Bidwell and Mill Creek No Trout  Cave Lake 7 

Willow Creek               

NO ANGLING No Trout  Plum Valley 8 

Lassen Creek              

NO ANGLING No Trout  Plum Valley 8 

Franklin Creek            

NO ANGLING No Trout  Plum Valley 5 

Davis Creek                

NO ANGLING No Trout  Plum Valley  

Joseph Creek No Trout  Plum Valley 7 

Blick Creek No Trout  None  

Soldier Creek No Trout 1 Stough 5 

Mill Cr. (Lake Cty 
Canyon) No Trout    

Warner Mountain RD - South of Hwy 299 

Thomas Creek No Trout  Cedar Pass  
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Streams 
Fish 

Planted 

Type of 

Fish 

Walking 

Distance  

in miles  

(No Auto 

Access)  

Nearest 

Developed 

Campground 

Approximate 

Miles From 

Campground 

Cedar Creek No Trout  Stough 1 

North Deep Creek No Trout  Stough 8 

South Deep Creek No Trout 1 Stough 9 

Parker Cr. Trailhead No Trout  Pepperdine 5 

Cottonwood Creek No Trout 8 None  

Shields Creek No Trout  None  

Pine Creek No Trout  None  

No. Fork Fitzhugh Cr. No Trout 1 None  

Raider Creek No Trout 1 None  

Eagle Creek No Trout 2 None  

So. Fork Fitzhugh Cr. No Trout  Mill Creek 7 

Poison Creek No Trout 4 Mill Creek  

Mill Creek No Trout  Mill Creek 12 

Emerson Creek No Trout  Emerson  

No. Fork East Creek No Trout 4 Patterson 4 

East Creek No Trout  Patterson 3 

Silver Creek No Trout  Patterson 12 

Parsnip Creek No Trout  Blue Lake 3 

 

For More Information: Visit our Web Site at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/modoc/  or call, visit or write: 

 
Supervisor's Office 

Devil’s Garden Ranger District 
225 W. 8th Street 

Alturas, CA  96101 
(530) 233-5811 

Big Valley Ranger District 
P.O. Box 159  

Adin, CA  96006 
(530) 299-3215 

 

Doublehead Ranger District 
49870 Ste Hwy139 

Tulelake, CA  96134 
(530) 667-2246 

Warner Mountain Ranger District 
385 Wallace St. 

Cedarville, CA  96104 
(530) 279-6116 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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