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The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lostine Wild and Scenic River Management Pian on the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest is available for the public review at the Walowa-Whitman Nationa! Forest Supervi-
sor's Office in Baker City, Oregon, The EA analyzes alternatives to managing the Lostine Wild and Scenic
River in accordance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The selected alternative described below amends
the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan {Farest Plan).

DECISION

As Forest Supervisor for the Waliowa-Whitman National Forest, it is my decision to Implement Alternative D
{with one exception identified below) of the EA for the Lostine Wild and Scenic River Management Plan.
Alternative D prescribes the following activities:

- Adopts a management plan for managing the Lostine Wild and Scenic River so as to protect and
enhance the outstandingly remarkable values.

- Modiies the Management Area boundary for MA-7 surrounding the Lostine River

It is also my decision to recommend this boundary change to the Regional Forester as the final boundary
for the Lostine Wild and Scenic River corridar in accordance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

My decision also includes the following changes to the Forest Plan to further clarify the management of the
Lostine Wild and Scenic River,

On page 4-75 after item "23.* add a new heading: *24. Lostine Wild and Scenlic River." Followed by
*The Lostine Wild and Scenic River, within Natlonal Forest Lands, will be managed according to
the Lostine Wiid and Scenic River Management Pian on file at Forest Headquarters.®

There is one exception to Alternative D as outlined in the EA. Alternative D under the heading of *Fisheries*
stated: "Close all campsites within 75 feet of the Lostine River.” My decision is to add the following: "Existing
campsites may be allowed within this 75 foot area if it is determined that they are not adversely affecting
fisheries values.”
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ALTERNATIVES
| considered three other alternatives before selecting Alternative D.

. Alternative A (No Action) consisted of protecting and managing the river comidor under the interim
direction and within the interim boundary of a quarter mile either side of the river. Alternative A did not
provide direction for managing the Outstandingly Remarkable Values (OR values) or provide guidance
for private landowners.

. Allernative B gave special emphasis to the management of the Recreation OR values.

- Allernative C gave special emphasis to the management of the Fisherles, Wildiife, Scenic, and
Vegetation/Botanic OR vaiues.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

| selected Alternative D because it prescribes the best mix of activitles to achieve the project objectives and
attain the desired condition.

Of the four alternatives, Alternative D provides for the best opportunity to protect and enhance all of the
Outstandingly Remarkable Values, protect free flow, and protect water quality while minimizing the impacts
to private landowners.

SCOPING AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The public has been Involved throughout the process. initially, approximately 12 public meetings were heid
to discuss issues and concerns. Additional meetings were held to review the alternatives, the draft EA, and
1o discuss concems. Letters were also sentto acquire additional information from public and private landown-
ers and to inform the public on the progress of the management pian.

ISSUES

Several issues were identified during the scoping process. Five significant issues were identified by the
interdisciplinary team for analysis in the EA:

. Recreation: What type and level of recreational opportunities will be available within the corridor while
still protecting resource values.

Fisheries: How to pratect and enhance the populations and habitat of the salmon, steelhead, and bull
trout while allowing for other uses within and adjacent to the river corridor.

Vegetation: How will the the OR values be affected by the decline of forest health and can vegetative
management improve the forest heaith situation and stili protect all the OR values?

- Transportation: How to meet the transportation needs while protecting and enhancing the resources
and OR values.

- Fire Management: Given the existing and predicted fuel loading within the river corridor, what are
appropriate fire prevention and suppression strategies.

Management of each of the Outstandingly Remarkable Values were also addressed as issues, The Qutstand-
ingly Remarkable Values are Scenic, Aecreation, Wildlife, Fisheries, Historic/Prehistoric, and Vegetation/
Botanical.
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MONITORING

Monitaring will be in accordance with the existing monitoring plan outlined in the Forest Plan. This includes
the monitoring for the protection and enhancement of the OR values, free flow, and water quality.

An additional monitoring program for water quality was also established with the management plan.

SPECIFICALLY REQUIRED DISCLOSURES

There are no unavoidable, adverse effects associated with implementing Alternative D that are not aiready
identified in the Final EIS for the Forest Plan.

There are no short-lerm uses proposed in the praject. Promating long-term health and productivity of the
Forest's ecosystems is a project objective.

There are no irreversible or irretrievable losses from impiementing Altemative D that are not already identified
in the Final EIS for the Forest Plan.

There are no unusual energy requirements assoclated with implementing Altemative D.

There are no specific projects planned within wetiands or floodplains.

The management pian will cause no adverse effects to any Threatened or Endangered species or critical
hahitat; prime farmland, rangeland, or forest land; cultural resources; or civil rights, women, and minorities

not already identified in the Final EIS for the Forest Plan.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Based on the site-specific environmental analysis documented in the Environmenta! Assessment, | have
determined that the Wild and Scenic Lostine River Management Plan and Forest Plan Amendment #8 are
not major Federal aciions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment. Therefore an Environ-
mental Impact Statement will not be prepared. The direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts
discussed in the EA have been disclosad within the appropriate context and will have little intensity. My
determination is based on the incorporation of mitigation measures and monitoring requirements associated
with Alternative D and the following factors from Title 40 CFR 1508.27:

1.  The beneficial and adverse environmental elfects described in the EA for Alternative D were
considered independently to determine if the project would significantly affect the human environ-
ment. No significant impacts were identified.

2. Public response to the project has indicated that the project is not likely to cause effects that are
highly controversial. Refer to Chapter | of the EA for a description of the public scoping process,

3. The project causes no highly uncentain effects and no effects that invoive unique or unknown risks.

4.  There will be no significant cumulative effect from implementing the plan in conjunclion with past,
present, and foreseeable future actions.

5. The plan will not adversely affect any sites or features listed or eligible to be listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, or any significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources.

6. The eifects of the plan on threatened and endangered species were analyzed in a biological
evaluation (BE). There will be no risk of adversely affecting these species with the plan as
described in the EA. The plan will have no adverse effect on threatened and endangered species

habitat. Over time, tie plan is expected to have positive effects on threatened and endangered
species.



7. The plan is consistent with all known Faderal, State, and local laws. Regulations related to the
National Forest Management Act and the Endangered Species Act have been incarporated inta
the project. Environmentat Protection Agency herbicide appiication requirements will be followed.

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS

| have determined that this amendment is not significant In relation to the National Forest Management Act
of 1976. Adoption of this amendment will not significantly alter Forest Plan goals, objectives, standards,
guidelines, or management direction. Indeed, this amendment will enable managers to better meet the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act, and existing Forest Plan objectives, standards, guideiines, and management direction.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

impiementation of this decision shall not occur within 30 days following publication of the legaf notice of the
decision In the Baker City Herald.

APPEAL RIGHTS

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 217. Any Notice of Appeal of this decision must be fuily
consistent with 36 CFR 217.9 (Content of a Notice of Appeal) and must be filed with John Lowe, Regional
Forester, P.O. Box 3623, Portland, Oregon 97208 within 45 days of the date jegal notice of this decision
appears in the Baker City Heraid.

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For further Information regarding the Witd and Scenic Lostine River Management Plan, contact Marty Gardner

at the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Supervisos’s Office, P.O. Box 907, Baker City, Oregon 97814 or at
(503) 523-6391.

///,Zw /f% _ 72/

WILLIAM R. GAST, JR.
Acting Forest Supervisor
Wallowa-Whitman Nationa! Forast
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

LOSTINE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER

CHAPTER I. PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR ACTION

A. Introduction

The L.ostine River is located In Northeast Oregon on
the Wallowa-Whitman Natlonal Forest, starting with-
in the Eagle Cap Wildemess at Minam Lake (Sec-
tion 29, T.4S., R.44E., W.M.) and flowing north to the
Natlonal Forest Boundary {at the section line be-
tween sectlons 10 and 15, T.2S., R43E., WM.). The
river can be accessed from the town of Lostine by
heading south on County Road 551 and then along
Forest Road 8210. The section of the river designat-
ed by Congress as a Wild and Scenic River is ap-
proximately 16 miles long.

The Lostine River was designated a Wild and Scenic
River by the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-557, 102 Stat.
2782) as an amendment to the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-542, 82 Stat. 907)
(Appendix B).

This legislation declared a policy that selected rivers
of the United States which:

"...possess outstandingly remarkable scenic,
recreational, geologic, fish, and wildlife, historic,
culturat or other similar values, shall be pre-
served in free-flowing condition, and that they
and their Inmediate environments shall be pro-
tected for the benefit and enjoyment of present
and future generations.”

The Lostine River Is free-flowing and has outstand-
ingly remarkable values (OR values), as document-
ed in the Resource Assessment (Appendix C),
which includes scenery, recreation, fish, wildlife,
and vegetation/botanical.

The Act defines three classifications for a Wild and
Scenic River, based on the degree of development
and access. The classifications are:

Wiid River Areas - Those rivers or sections of
rivers that are free of impoundments and gener-
ally inaccessible except by trail, with water-

sheds or shorelines essentiaily primitive and
waters unpolluted. These represent vestiges of
primitive America.

Scenlc River Areas - Those rivers or sections of
rivers that are free of Impoundments, with
shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive
and shoreiines largely undeveloped, but acces-
sible in places by roads.

Recreatlonal River Areas - Those rivers or sec-
tions of rivers that are readily accessible by road
or railroad, that may have some development
along their shorelines, and that may have uns,».
dergone some impoundments or diversion i
the past.

The Lostine Rlver is classified as follows:

Segment A. (WILD) - That part of the Lostine
River starting from its headwaters in the Eagle
Cap Wilderness to the Eagle Cap Wilderness
boundary, approximately 5 miles.

Segment B. (RECREATIONAL) - That part of
the Lostine River starting at the Eagle Cap
Wildermness boundary to the Wallowa-Whitman
National Forest Boundary at Silver Creek, ap-
proximately 11 miles.

The Wild and Scenlc Rivers Act gives direction to
the administering agency, in this case the USDA
Forest Service, to prepare a comprehensive man-
agement plan to provide protection of the river val-
ues.

The river and river corridor are managed according
to the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) and its
Environmental Impact Statement. The interim direc-
tion for this river is under Management Area 7 of the
Forest Plan, which states:

*Management Is intended to preserve the spe-
cial values of those rivers or river segments



(meaning the river plus its associated corridor)
which are part of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System.... Management of lands border-
ing or adjacent to the river {(and its associated
corridor) will not diminish the special values
which caused the river to be included in the
Natlonal Wild and Scenlc Rivers System.*

A portlon of the Lostine River corridor lles within the
Eagle Cap Wildemess, Management Area 4. Con-
flicts between the Wild and Scenlc Rivers Act and
Wildermnaess Act will be resolved by the more restric-
tive provisions.

This Environmental Assessment Is the basis for the
River Management Plan. It gives information about
the planning process used and the environmental
analysis done by the Interdisciplinary Team (ID
Team). This document describes alternative meth-
ods for managing the river, as well as describing the
environmental effects of each alternative.

Tha results of this analysls and any subsequent
decision including the management plan may result
in an amendment to the Forest Plan.

B. Proposed Actlon

The proposed actlon Is the development of a man-
agement plan for the Lostine Wild and Scenic River.
The plan will address resource protection, develop-
ment of lands and facliitles, user capacities, and
other management practices necessary or desir-
able to achleve the purpose of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act. The plan Is to be developed by the Faor-
ast Service. The plan will be Impiemented after its
availabllity has been published Inthe Federal Regis-
ter. The plan will be in effect untll it is revised or
amended through the Wallowa-Whitman Forest
planning pracess.

The proposed action also includes recommending
the final river corridor boundary.

C. Purpose Of and Need For Action

The purpose of this analysis is to follow the direction
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which requires
the Forest Service to develop a comprehensive
management plan for this river, Section 3 {d)(1) of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 states:

*... The plan shall address resource protection,
development of lands and faciiities, user capac-
ities, and other management practices neces-
sary or deslrable to achieve the purpose of this
Act. The plan shall be coordinated with and may
be Incorporated into resource management
planning for affected adjacent Federal lands.
The plan shall be prepared, after consultation
with State and local governments and interest-
ed publics within three full fiscal years after the
date of designation. Notice of the completion
and avallabllity of such pian shall be published
In the Federal Register.”

The development of this management plan is
through a process established by the National Envi-
ronmental Protection Act (NEPA). The Lostine River
Management Plan will guide the management of the
Lostine River. Once the pian is developed it will be
incorporated into the Wallowa-Whitman Forest Plan
by a Forest Plan amendment. Revisions to the rivenv™
management plan after it becomes a part of the
Forest Plan will be through the Wallowa-Whitman
Natlonal Forest planning process as directed by the
National Forest Management Act {NFMA) and
NEPA.

D. Decision Needed

Based on this analysis, specific decisions need to
be made by the Forest Service to impiement the
wild and Scenic Rivers Act and complete a man-
agement plan, Specific decisions to be made are:

e Determine how to Implement the baslc re-
quirements of the Act, which include pro-
tection of the water quality, the free-
flowing condition, and the river's
aesthetic, scenlc, historic, archeologic,
and sclentific features (Section 1{a) and
10(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act).

Determine the degree in which to protect,
enhance and/or develop the OR values
identified in the Resource Assessment.
These "... shall be protected for the benefit
and enjoyment of present and future gen-
erations' (Sectlon 1(b) of the Wild and
Scanic Rivers Act).



Determine the development of lands, facil-
ities, user capacities, and/or compatibllity
with other management practices neces-
sary or desirable to achieve the purpose of
the Act. (Sectlon 3 of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act)

Detarmine the priority betwaen OR values
when they cannot be implemented equal-
ly. (Sectlon 3 of the Wiid and Scenic Rivers
Act)

Determine the boundary of the river corri-
dor. (Section 3 of the Wiid and Scenic
Rivers Act)

Determine guides for private landowners
to protect and enhance the OR values.
(Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenlc Rivers
Act.)

The Ragional Forester has the authority to approve
the management plan and detailed boundary loca-
tion (FSM 2354.04e). The Reglonal Forester has del-
egated the approval of management plans to the
Forest Supervisors if they *...result in a nonsignifi-
cam change to the Forest Plan* (Letter to FSM
1920/1950/2350 dated June 21, 1991).

The Chlef of the Forest Service has the responsibll-
ity to "transmit detalled boundary description, river
segment classifications and management and de-
velopment plans for wild and scenic rivers to the
Presidant of the Senate, to the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and to the Federal Reg-
ister* (FSM 2354.04a).

The WiIid and Scenlc Rivers Act states that bound-
aries must be published In the Federai Reglster and
shall not become effective until ninety days after
they have been forwarded to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives.

These declsions will be documented In a Declslon
Natice, which Is separate from the Environmental
Assessmant. The declslons will be based on the
alternatives developed and the results of this analy-
sis.

E. lssues and Outstandingly Remark-
able Values

KEY ISSUES

The following Is a description of how the Key Issues
were [dentified.

NEPA defines issues as "... unresolved conflicts re-
garding alternative uses of avallable resources.” Is-
sues can also be defined as subjects of public inter-
ast relating to resource management. The
Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) identified issues
after conducting a scoping process.

This scoping process included public meetings;
correspondence with a variety of interest groups,
organizations, and Individuals; contacts with feder-
al, state, county, and tribal governments; and
consultation with speclalists both within and outside
the Forest Service. Scoping was continued through-
out the analysis process.

Through this public invoivement process a variety of
issues were identified. The ID Team sorted through
the issues to determine *which are not significant®
(CEQ Regulation 1501.7(3)). The remalning issues
have been identifled as Key Issues.

Some of the non-key issues are addressed in this
section under OTHER ISSUES and a more detailed
list can be found In the analysls file.

The following are the Key Issues, identified by a
narrative statement describing the situation and
then quantified by an issue statement:

RECREATION

Awlde range of recreatlonal activitles take place
within and adjacent to the Lostine River corri-
dor. Recreational activities are predicted to in-
crease over time, thereby increasing the con-
flicts between recreational uses and resources,

Dispersed and developed camping has grown
aver the last few years. This growth in human
activity impacts riparian areas and other re-
source values. Recreational livestock and recre-
ational vehicle use is also increasing, which Im-
pacts riparian areas, vegetation, soiis, water
quality, and other resource values.
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Recreational activities have different Impacts
depending on thelr locations. The recreational
Impacts west of Forest Road 8210 concern ri-
parian areas, fish habitat, sensitive plants, and
water quality. The recreational impacts east of
Forest Road 8210 concem fire hazards and
wllderness.

Proper planning and development Is needed to
minimize confllcts and to protect free-flow, OR
values, other resource values.

The Issue Is: What type and level of recre-
ational opportunities will be available within
the corridor while stlll protecting resource
vaiues. Elements used to evaluate this issue
are:

a. What level of dispersed camp-
Ing Is appropriate within the riv-
er corridar?

b. What level of developed recre-
atlon is appropriate within the
river corridor?

c. What level of stock facilitles,
both recreational and adminis-
trative, Is appropriate withinthe
river corsidor?

d. What level of recreatlonai graz-
Ing is appropriate within the riv-
er corridor?

e.  What level of law enforcement/
Forest Service personnel will
be available within the river cor-

ridor?

f. How much and where is ATV
use appropriate within the river
corridor.

g.  What level of interpretive/
educational facilities will be
available?

h. What level of commercial ori-
ented recreation is appropri-
ate?

FISHERIES

The Lostine River Is a valuable fisheries. It pro-
vides excellent habitat for chincok salmon,
steelhead, and bull trout. The chinook salmon is
iisted as threatened, and the bull trout and wild
steelhead are listed as sensitive. Uses of the

resousces, whether recreational or commodity
ariented, can have negative impacts on fish
habitat, riparian areas, and water quaiity.

Fish stocking programs can improve recre-
ational fishing but have negative impacts on fish
habitat.

The management of actlvities within and adja-
cent to the river corridor Is essential In protect-
Ing the fisheries habitat and water quality.

The Issue Is: How to protect and enhance
the populations and habitat of the salmon,
steelhead, and bull trout while allowing for
other uses within and adjacent to the river
corridor. Elements used to evaluate this is-
sue are:

a. What standards and guidelines
are needed to protect fisheries

habitat and populations includ-,»

ing riparian areas?
b. What level of fish stocking is
appropriate?

VEGETATION

Forest lands In the Lostine River Canyon have
been subjected to Increasing damage due to
insects and disease. Present forest health prob-
lems are associated with stand overstocking,
drought Induced tree stress, 90 years of fire
excluslon, and selective timber harvesting
which has favored the establishment of shade
tolerant tree species such as the true firs, These
tree species are very susceptible and vuinera-
ble to damage and mortality from forest pests
such as bark beetles, defoliators, and root dis-
eases.

Overall, the forested stands within the Lostine
River drainage are in a poor state of forest
heaith.

The lssue Is: How will the OR values be af-
fected by the deciine of forest health?

The Issue Is: Can vegetative management
Improve the forest health situation and still
protect ail the OR values? Elements used to
evaluate this issue are:
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a What siivicultural strategles will
be emphasized within the river
corridor?

b. What is the appropriate direc-
tion for the fuelwood program
within the river corridor?

TRANSPORTATION

Forest Road 8210 Is the only Inventoried road
on Natlonal Forest lands within the river corri-
dor. However, the public, either In search of
firewood, camping spots, or just driving to see
what they can find have created numerous
wheel tracks throughout the river corridor. The-
se wheel tracks, once visible, attract the atten-
tion of others. Soon the wheel tracks tum into
roads or have the same negative impacts on
other resources as roads. Although easily es-
tablished they are difficult to remove.

The Issue Is: How to meet the transportation
needs whlle protecting and enhancing the
resources and OR values. Elements used to
evaluate this issue are:

a What roads are needed for ac-
cess?

b, What can be done with those
roads not needed?

c. What level of road malintenance
is needed?

d. What level of off road vehicle
use is appropriate?

FIRE MANAGEMENT

Fuel loading (both dead and live) has increased
as a result of both natural events and manage-
ment activities. This Increase has created a situ-
atlon In which a fire start may be difficult to
control at an acceptable level. The difficulty is
compounded by the presence of private land
and structures. A fire of catastraphic size would
have serious effects on many of the OR values.

The lssue Is: Given the existing and predict-
ed fuel loading within the river corridor, what
are appropriate fire prevention and suppres-
sion strategies. Elements used to evaluate
this issue are:

a What level of fire prevention is
appropriate?

b. What level of fire suppression is
appropriate?

OTHER ISSUES

Other Issues were identified but not considered to
be Key Issues because they are adequately ad-
dressed by the Forest Pian, regulations, or law. Be-
cause all aiternatives will follow the diractions set by
these documents they were not considered "Key."

Thefollowing is a llst of some of the other Issues not
determined *Key" and how they were resolved:

Solls - This was not considered a Key Issue
because the soil guldelines within the Forest
Plan were determined to be adequate for Na-
tional Forest lands. Other State and Federal
agencles have regulations dealing with solls on
private lands, le., State Forest Practices Act,
Those soil considerations that effect an OR val-
ue (like sediments as it relates to fish habitat)
will be dealt with under that OR value,

Old Growth - This was not considered a Key
Issue because no designatad old growth (Man-
agement Area 15) exists within the river corri-
dor. Even though there are areas within the river
corridor that qualify as old growth, the Wilder-
ness land allocation (Management Area 4) ade-
quately addressed any old growth concerns.

Any correlation between threatened and en-
dangered specles and old growth will be ad-
dressed under either the Vegetation/ Botanical
or the Wildlife OR values.

Water - This was not considered a Key Issue
because the Clean Water Act, State standards
for water quality, and the Forest Plan were de-
termined to be adequate to address water qual-
ity. There is a close relationship between water
quality and fish habitat. Those items that may
affect water quality but are related to fish will be
dealt with under the Fisheries OR value.

Water quantity was not considered a Key Issue
because water flows are adequate, State stand-
ards are adequate for the OR values, and exist-



Ing diversions are pratacted'by the Wild and
Scenlc Rivers Act.

Roadless Areas - This was not considered a
Key Issue because no inventoried roadiess ar-
eas (RARE li) are within the river corridor. Within
the river corridor there exists areas without
roads that have a roadiess character. it was
determined that these areas are adequately ad-
dressaed by the Forest Plan, Wilderness desig-
natlon, and the river classification of Wiid. No
activity is being planned that would negatively
Impact the roadless character of these areas.

Blodiversity {Diversity) - This was not consid-
ered a separate Key Issue because it is an im-
portant component of the Fisheries, Wildlife,
and Vegetation/Botanic OR values. The effects
on diversity will be discussed in Chapter 1ll, Ef-
fects of Altternatives under the section OTHER
ISSUES.

Navigabllity - Under state law, the Divislon of
State Lands (DSL) is responsible for the man-
agement of the beds and banks of navigable
waterbodles (ORS 274.005-274.590). DSL.is the
administrative arm of the State Land Board (the
Board), composed of the Governor, Secretary
of State, and State Treasurer. Under constitu-
tional and statutory guidelines, the Board is re-
sponsible for managing the assets of the Com-
mon School Fund. These assets Include the
beds and banks of Oregon's navigable water-
ways and are to be managed for the greatest
benefit of the people of this state, consistent
with the conservation of this rasource under
sound techniques of land management. Protec-
tion of public trust values of navigation, fish-
eries, and public recreation are of paramount
importance, too.,

State ownership of the beds of navigable water-
bodles was granted to Oregon in 1859 as an
incidence of statehood and is an inherent at-
tribute of state soverelgnty protected by the
U.S. Constitution. The beds of non-navigable
waterbodies remained In the ownership of the
United States or its grantees, The navigabliity of
the Lostine River from its headwaters (Rivermile
0) to the National Forest Boundary (Rivermile
16) has not been established. Currently, the
Federal government, Wallowa County, and pri-
vate property owners ciaim ownership of the

river's bed and bank. This river plan does not
propose to address the issue of navigability.
Rather, this river plan is intended to provide a
management philosophy for the above seg-
ment of the river, as well as the remainder of the
river.

The original Federal test for determining naviga-
bility was established in The Daniel Bail case
over 100 years ago. This U.S. Supreme Court
admiralty case ciarified that rivers *are naviga-
ble in fact when they are usad, or susceptible of
being used, In their ordinary condition, as high-
ways of commerce . . . interpreting this require-
ment, subsequent court decislons have adopt-
ed this test for title purposes and have ruled that
a waterbody Is navigabie if it was capable of
use, at the time of statehood, as a public high-
way for transporting goods or for travel in the
customary modes of trade and travel on water.

DSL has not made a determination concerning
the navigability and state ownership for the
beds and banks of the Lostine River. The posi-
tion of the Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) is that the navigability of the
river has not been established.

For purpases of managing the above portion of
this river (where navigability has not been es-
tablished), no special requirements will be pur-
sued,

However, the DSL. does administer the State’s
Removal-Fill Law which protects Oregon's wa-
terways from uncontrolled alteration. The law
requires a permit for fill or removal of more than
50 cubic yards of material within the State's
waterways. The permit-review process invoives
coordination with the natural resource and land
use agencies from the local through the Federal
levels,

Nothing set forth herein shall limit the ability of
the Forest Service and BLM to administer this
segment of river.

As with any jointly managed resource, jurisdic-
tlon is not as Important as care for the resource.
The DSL, Forest Service, and BLM will continue
to work together to assure that the pubilic trust
interest and the purpose of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act are met.
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Forest Service reguiations require that the analysis
evaiuate the following issues;

®  Consumers, civil rights, minority groups,
and women,

®  Prime farmlands, rangelands, and forest
lands,

®  Wetlands and floodplains,
®  Threatened and endangered specles, and
®  Cultural resources,

These will be discussed In Chapter |ll, Effects of
Alternatives under the section of OTHER ISSUES.

OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE VALUES (OR
VALUES)

The Wild and Scenlc Rivers Act requires that a river
be free flowing and possess one or more *outstand-
ingly remarkable values.* When the Lostine River
was designated Wild and Scenlc In 1988, the Con-
gresslonal Records Indicated that Scenlc, Recre-
atlon, Fisheries, and Wildlife values quallfied as out-
standingly remarkable. Through the resource
assessment process (a site specific assessment of
the resource values of the river and part of the Pacif-
ic Northwest Region river planning process), one
additional OR values was Identified. This was
Vegetation/Boatanic. All of the OR values are identi-
fied in detall in the Resource Assessment, complet-
ed in April of 1992 (Appendix C).

The OR values and the finding from the Lostine
River Resource Assassment follows:

Scenlc

“The Lostine River possesses much diversity In
landform, water, color, and vegetation. The
headwaters of the Lostine River is located in the
spectacular high country of the Wallowa Moun-
tains. Here, the river meanders through lush
meadows surrounded by steep, craggy,
granitic peaks. Further down, a forest environ-
ment of mixed conifer Is dominant. The Lostine
River has beautiful deep, clear, blue pools as
well as stretches of swift water, crashing over
and skirting around large rocks. This finding
agrees with the Congressional Record that

scenery in the Lostine River corridor is an out-
standingly remarkable value,"

The lasue Is: What level should the visual qual-
ity be managed for?

Recreatlon

"The quality and diversity of recreation opportu-
nitles available along the Lostine River corridor
makes It a very popular area. The Eagle Cap
Wilderness and the roaded Lostine Canyon
draws visitors locally and from great distances
outside the geographic reglon. This finding
agrees with the Congressional Record that
recreation In the Lostine River corridor Is an
outstandingly remarkable value,"

The Issue Is: This OR value was previously
discussed under the recreation Issue,

Fisherles

*The Lostine River supports anadromous fish-
eries such as spring chinook and summer steei-
head, as well as several species of native and
stocked trout. Summer steeihead, on the Re-
glonal Forester's Sensitive Species list (Pacific
Northwest Region), and spring chinook, feder-
ally listed threatened by the National Marine
Fisheries Service, are both very Important local-
ly. regionally, and nationally. The clear, cold,
highly-oxygenated water of the Lostine River is
important to the survival of these key specles.
This finding agrees with the Congressional
Record that fisheries Is an outstandingly re-
markable value on the Lostine River.”

The Issue Is: This OR value was previously
discussed under the fisheries water quality is-
sue.

Wildiife

'The diversity and importance of the habitat
supports a significant wildlife poptilation. The
number of federally-iisted threatened, endan-
gered, and sensitive specles sighted or which
are known to Inhabit the Lostine River corridor
makes it an important ecosystem. The efforts in
re-introducing bighorn sheep and introducing
mountain goats in the Hurricane-Lostine divide
is notable in this geographic region. This finding



concurs with wiidiife belng an outstandingly re-
markable value as Identified in the Congras-
sional Record.”

The Issue Is: How to best manage for the pro-
tection and enhancement of wildlife populations
and habitat within the river corridor?

Vegetation/Botanlc

"While the plant communities found In the
Lostine River corridor are typlcal of the Wallowa
Mountains, the presence of the Botrychium spp.
is unique. The number of different species In
one locality combined with the rarity of these
plants makes the Lostine drainage a delight for
botanists and scientists, and many travel long
distances to pursue the study of Botrychium
spp. The three candidate species for federal

threatened and endangered listing, and the
identification of a "type locality" moonwort (B.
pedunculosum) elevates botany to an outstand-
Ingly remarkable vaiue for the Lostine River.”

The Issue [s: How best to manage for the pro-
tection and enhancement of the populations
and habitat of the vegetation and botanical re-
sources within the river corridor?

These Key Issues and the outstandingly remarkable
vaiues (OR values) are the "drivers® of alternative
development and provides a basis for the evalua-
tion of the alternatives. Each alternative will address
the issues and the OR values.

—
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CHAPTER Ii. ALTERNATIVES INCLUDING THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. Introduction

The alternatives present a variety of ways to re-
spond to the Key Issues and to manage the OR
values. Each alternative is a comprehensive strat-
egy for managing the Lostine Wild and Scenic River.

The alternatives will be explained by giving the gen-
eral goal of the alternative followed by a description
of how that alternative deals with each Key Issue
and OR value.

Because of the existing regulations in the Forest
Plan and for the Eagle Cap Wilderness, the range of
reasonable alternatives is limited.

To fully understand each alternative, the reader wiil

need to look at the alternative description, mitiga-
tion measures, alternative summary, and map.

B. Alternative Formuiation

Before formulating the alternatives, each Key Issue
and each OR value was defined in terms of an op-
portunity spectrum. An opportunity spectrum is a
list of reasonable options available to resolve an
issue or a level of management for an OR value. The
spactrum is usually organized to start at one end of
an issue (least restrictive) and go to the other end
of that issue (most restrictive). The range is usually
defined by the existing laws and regulations at one
end and what is reasonable at the other end.

As an example, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
states that the OR values shall be pretected and
enhanced; therefore, the range of management ac-
tivities could not contain a practice that did not pro-
tect and enhance an OR value.

After developing the range or opportunity spectrum
for each Key Issue and OR value, alternatives were
developed by first defining their theme. The theme
is defined as a goal statement in the alternative
description. Based on this theme, options were se-
lected from the opportunity spectrum that best fit
that theme. This was done until all options within
each opportunity spectrum were used in at feast
ona alternative. The Interdisciplinary Team (ID
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Team) then looked at any other theme or arrange-
ment of components that would create a reascnable
alternative. This completed the full range of alterna-
tives needed to make a decision accomplishing the
Purpose and Need.

All alternatives utilize the existing direction found in

the Forest Plan unless stated otherwise by an alter-
native,

C. Alternative Description
ALTERNATIVE A (No Action)

GOAL - The goal of Alternative A is to manage the
Lostine River under existing laws and authorities.
These would include but are not limited to direction
for Management Area 7 - Wild and Scenic Rivers
(MA-7) in the Forest Plan and Forest Service Manual
(FSM) direction. If conflicts arise between the differ-
ent documents that cannot ba resoived, the more
restrictive guidelines would apply unless stated oth-
erwise.

Management would preserve the OR values, Each
OR values would be managed on its own, with no
emphasis on any one OR value.

Easement acquisition would be considered for
those lands critical to maintaining the characteris-
tics of the river segments.

The boundary for the river corridor would be a quar-
ter mile from either side of the high water line.

This alternative is the "No Action® alternative as de-
fined by the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and further defined by the Council of Envi-
ronmental Quality (CEQ).

Alternative A - Description by Key Issues

Recreatlon - Aiternative A addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a. Malntain the existing Recreational Opportu-
nity Spectrum (ROS) for the river corridor.
This is Primitive (WRS Scale FSM 2322) for
the Wild sections of the river and Primitive




(WRS Scale FSM 2322) and Roaded Natural
for the Recreatlonal sections of the river.

b, The existing condition would be defined by
the Forest Plan (MA-7) and FSM 2300, includ-
ing FSM 2354. If conflicts arise betwaen the
different documents that cannot be resolved,
the more restrictive guidelines would apply
unless stated otherwise. The current recre-
atlonal opportunities provided in the corridor
would be maintained.

There are currently two level 2 campgrounds
(Williamson and Shady Campgrounds), two
picnic areas (Pole Bridge and French Camp),
and three trailheads (Two Pan, Shady, and
Lillyville) in the Recreational section of the
river. Campground Development Levels are
defined in Appendix A.

There are numerous dispersed campsites
throughout the river corridor. Some of these
dispersed campsites are more developed
than others. A few of these sites have picnic
tables and the Forest Service has been in-
stalling toilet facilities. These sites are named
and Include Arrow, King, Turkey Flat, and
Walla Walla. Although they may be consid-
ered level 1 campgrounds, they are currently
considered dispersed campsites.

Flsherles - Alternative A addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a Utilize current direction for malntaining and
improving water quality (the water quality at
the time of river designation or closest esti-
mate) as it relates to fish habitat, including
but not limitad to sediment, stream tempeva-
ture, shading, and large woody debris.

b, Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Confiicts between these documents would
be resolved by deferring to the maost restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

Vegetation/Forest Health - Alternative A addresses
this Key Issue by the following:

a,  Utiiize current direction for maintaining and
Improving vegetation and forest health within
and adjacent to the river corridor.
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b. Cusrent direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354,
The *Blue Mountain Forest Health Report®
and "Restoring Ecosystems in the Blue
Mountains® would also be used to guide
managers in deaiing with forest health con-
cems. Conflicts between any of these docu-
ments would be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Transportation - Alternative A addresses this Key
Issue by the following:

a. Utllize current direction. Forest Road B210 is
alevel 3 road. No Improvements are currently
scheduled for this road.

b, Current direction for transportation manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan, the Road
Management Objectives, and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Fire Management - Alternative A addresses this
Key Issue by the following:

a. Utilize current direction for prevention and
suppression activities.

b. Current directlon for fire management is de-
fined in the Forest Plan, Eagle Cap Wilder-
ness Fire Management Plan, and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between any of these documents
would be resoived by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Alternative A - Description by Qutstandingly Re-
markable Value

Scenlc - Alternative A addresses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the following:

a. Maintain the existing visual quality objective
of Retention and Preservation within the
Recreational section of the river.

b. Maintaln the existing visual quality objective
of Preservation in the Wild section of the river.

¢,  Visual management would be according t0
the existing Forest Plan, National Forest
Landscape Management Handbook Vol. 2
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Chapter 1, The Visual Management System
USDA #462, The Timber Chapter USDA
Handbook 559 and Forest Service Manual
2354 (FSM 2354). Conflicts between any of
these documents would be resolved by de-
ferring to the most restrictive unless stated
otherwise.

Recreation - Alternative A addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a. See Recreation under "Key Issues® listed
abave.

Fisherles - Aliternative A addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a See Fisheries under "Key Issues® listed
above.

Wiidlife - Aternative A addrasses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the following:

a. Utilize current wildlife direction for managing
the wildiife populations and habitat.

b. Current direction for wildlife management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between these documents would
be resolved by deferring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise,

Vegetation/Botanic - Alternative A addresses this
outstandingly remarkable value by the foliowing:

a Utllize cumrent vegetation/botanical and
PETS direction for managing the vegetation
and PETS species within the river corridor.

b. Current direction for vegetative and PETS
species management Is defined inthe Forest
Plan and FSM 2354, Conllicts between these
documents would be resclved by deferring
to the most restrictive unless stated other-
wise,

ALTERNATIVE B

GOAL - The goal of Alternative B is to emphasize
and manage for the highest ieve! of Recreational OR
values without adversely impacting the ather OR
values. The other OR values would be managed for
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protection and enhancement, but they may not be
managed to thelr highest potential due to conflicts
with the emphasized OR value.

The recreational setting for the corridor would be
managed towards the rustic and less developed
end of Roaded Natural. Campground development
would be no higher than level 3.

Easements or land acquisition would be pursued for
all private lands within the river corridor. These
would be developed for recreational purposes.

The boundary, starting at Minam Lake on the west
side of the river, would be a quarter mile from the
ordinary high water line to approximately Two Pan
Trail Head, From approximately Two Pan Trailhead
on the west side of the river, the boundary would be
1000 feet from the ordinary high waterline to the
south slde of Sectlon 15. From the south section line
of Section 15 the boundary would follow the wilder-
ness boundary to the Forest boundary, and then
heading east on the Forest boundary to the wilder-
ness boundary. Heading south the boundary would
follow the wilderness boundary to approximately
East Lostine Creek. From approximately East
Lostine Creek the boundary would continue south
at a quarter miie from the ordinary high water line
back to Minam Lake. At Minam Lake outlet the
boundary would swing a quarter mile arc and tie to
the boundary heading north again. (See Appendix
E)

Alternative B - Description by Key Issues

Recreatlon - Alternative B addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a. Maintain the existing Recreational Opportu-
nity Spectrum (ROS) for the river corridor.
This is Primitive (WRS Scale FSM 2322) for
the Wild sections of the river and Primitive
(WRS Scale FSM 2322) and Roaded Natural
for the Recreatlonal sectlons of the river.

b. The existing condition management direc-
tion wouid be defined by the Forest Plan
(MA-7) and FSM 2300, including FSM 2354.
If conflicts arise between the different docu-
ments that cannot be resolved, the more re-
strictive guidelines would apply unless
stated otherwise. The current recreation op-
portunities and direction provided in the cor-



ridor would be maintained with the following
changes:

Develop existing dispersed campsites to pre-
vent resource damage. Development in this
case could include putting in a picnic table,
fire ring, traffic control devices, or other effec-
tive means to control use. Additional dis-
persed campsites may be developed where
appropriate and resources are protected.
These additional campsites would most likely
be between Lostine Guard Station and Two
Pan Trailhead.

Develop additional campsites within or adja-
cent to Wiliamson and Shady Camp-
grounds. Develop French Camp into a level 2
or 3 campground. Develop one additional
level 2 or 3 campground between Willamson
Campground and Lillyville Traiihead. Devel-
op a picnic shelter at French Camp with the
intention of utilizing the existing structure.

Develop recreational stock facilities at all
campgrounds identified above. Develop
recreational stock facilities at all trailheads.
Develop administrative stock facilities at
Lostine Guard Station and Bowman Trail-
head.

Limit recreational livestock grazing to the
east side of Forest Road 8210 and out of all
recreational facilities. In the Wild river sec-
tion, encourage the use of pellets or grain.

Maintain a Forest Service presence 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. The Forest Service wouid
enter into an agreement with local law en-
forcement officials to provide occasional pa-
trols through the area or would provide for
occasional Forest Service law enforcement
patrols throughout the area. This applies 1o
the Recreational section of the river.

Restrict All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV's) to desig-
nated areas only. These areas would be in
the northemn half of the river corridor.

Develop an interpretive/educational pro-
gram, Including on-site personnel working
with interpretive programs and the develop-
ment of brochures and additional signing.
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Develop Interpretive sites at French Camp
and Lapover.

Encourage the use of commercial permits to
facilitate increased recreational use., Utilize
existing facilities and establish new ones if
needed.

Fisherles - Alternative B addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a.

Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving water quality (the water quality at
the time of river designation or closest esti-
mate) as it relates to fish habitat, including
but not limited to sediment, stream tempera-
ture, shading, and large woody debris.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354,
Conflicts between these documents would
be resolved by defetring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

Evaluate existing campgrounds to determine
if any campsites are significantly impacting
fisheries habitat or water quality (those
campsites within 25 feet of the river). Those
sites having a negative impact wouid be
closed.

Evaluate dispersed campsites. Those that
have an adverse impact on fisheries habitat
or water quality would be managed to reduce
the impact or would be closed.

No recommendation would be made con-
cerning the State's fish stocking program.

Vegetation/Forest Health - Alternative B addresses
this Key Issue by the following:

a.

Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving vegetation and forest heaith within
and adjacent to the river carridor.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354,
*The Blue Mountain Forest Health Report’
and "Restoring Ecosystems in the Blue
Mountalns® would also be used to guide
managers in dealing with forest health con-
cerns. Conflicts between any of these docu-
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ments would be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

c. Utilize a full range of silvicultural techniques
for Improving forest heatth with an emphasis

towards uneven-age management. c.

d. Limit fuelwood cutting to designated areas
only. Special restrictions would be devel-
oped to ensure that fuelwood cutting would
protect and enhance the river-related values.

Transportation - Alternative B addresses this Key d.

Issue by the following:

a. Utilize current direction. Forest Road 8210 is

a level 3 road. e

b. Current direction for transportation manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan, the Road f.
Management Objectives, and FSM 2354.
Confiicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

c. Forest Road 8210 and roads to recreation
facilities and approved dispersed campsites
would be the only roads open to the public

unless approved through a NEPA process. h.

All other roads will be used under the terms
of a permit.

d. Those roads not listed above would be ap-
propriately blocked or rehabilitated to a pro-

ness Fire Management Plan, and FSM 2354.
Contlicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Reduce fire hazards within 100 feet of all
roads. This may be accomplished using a
variety of management tools, including pre-
scribed fire, hand piling siash, encouraging
firewood cutting, thinning, pruning, or other
effective methods.

Use fire patrols during peak fire seasons, es-
pecially during evening hours, holidays, or
other high use periods.

Implement a specific fire closure order for the
drainage during peak fire seasons.

Impiement an educational program which
may include posters, bulletin boards, preven-
tion persennei, or other effective means to
inform the public.

Enter into a cooperative agreement with pri-
vate landowners on reporting fires and fire
suppression actions.

Fire suppression would follow the Eagle Cap
Wildemess Fire Plan within the Wilderness
portion of the river corridor. Qutside of the
wilderness, all fires would receive an appro-
priate suppression response.

ductive soil. In same cases, creative means Alternative B - Description by Qutstandingly Re-
may be needed 1o block or hide the road markable Value

from view so it will have time to revegetate.

Scenic - Alternative B addresses this outstandingly

Maintain the existing visual quaiity objective
of Retention and Preservation within the
Recreational sections of the river.

Maintain the existing visual quality objective
of Preservation in the Wild section o the river.

e Increase Forest Road 8210 road mainte- remarkable vaiue by the following:
nance to level 4.
a.
f. Restrict all motorized vehicle use within 50
feet of the river, except as listed above or for
administrative or emergency use.
b.
Flre Management - Alternative B addresses this
Key Issue by the following:
c.

a. Utillize current direction for prevention and
suppression activities.

b. Current direction for fire management is de-
fined in the Forest Plan, Eagle Cap Wilder-
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Visual management would be according to
the Forest Plan, Nationai Forest Landscape
Management Handbook Vol. 2 Chapter 1,
The Visual Management System USDA
#462, The Timber Chapter USDA Handbook
§59 and Forest Service Manual 2354 (FSM




2354). Conflicts between any of these docu-
ments would be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

d. Adopt the *Lostine River Viewshed Corridor
Plan" by Walker and Macy, April 1992, as
additional guidelines for managing the visual
resource within the river corridor.

Recreation - Alternative B addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a See Recreation under 'Key Issues® listed
above.

Fisheries - Alternative B addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a See Fisheries under *Key lIssues' listed
above.

Wiidlife - Alternative B addresses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the following:

a. Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving wildlife habitat as it relates to ripar-
ian aquatic habitat, unigue habitats, within
and adjacent to the river corridor.

b. Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between these documents would
be resolved by deferring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

c. Manage snag levels at 100 percent withinthe
river corridor.

d Utilize fire as a tool to manage wildlife habitat.

Vegetation/Botanic - Alternative B addresses this
outstandingly remarkable value by the following:

a, Utllize current vegetation/botanical and
PETS direction for managing the vegetation
and PETS species within the river corridor.

b. Current direction for vegetative and PETS
species management is defined inthe Forest
Plan and FSM 2354, Confilcts between these
documents would be resolved by deferring
1o the most restrictive unless stated ather-
wise.
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c. implement an educationalfinterpretive pro-
gram that may include signing, bulletin
boards, or other effective means to informthe
public of PETS species.

d. Monitor existing campgrounds to determine
impacts to PETS plants. Mitigate adverse im-
pacts found during monitoring.

e Monitor dispersed campsites 10 determine
impacts to PETS plants. Those found to have
an adverse impact on PETS plant, mitigate
effects or close that site.

ALTERNATIVE C

GOAL - The goal of Alternative C is to emphasize
and manage for the highest level of Fisheries,
Wildlife, Vegetation/Botanic, and Scenic OR value
without adversely impacting Recreation OR values.
The Recreation OR values would be managed to
protect and enhance, but they may not be managed
to their highest potential due to conflicts with the
emphasized OR values.

The recreational setting for the corridor waould be
managed towards the rustic and less developed
end of Roaded Natural. Campground development
would be no higher than level 3.

Easements or land acquisition would be pursued for
all private lands within the river corridor. These
would be developed for recreational or fisheries pur-
poses.

The boundary, starting at Minam Lake on the west
side of the river, wouid be a quarter mile from the
ordinary high water line 10 approximately Two Pan
Trail Head. From approximately Two Pan Trailhead
on the west side of the river, the boundary would be
4000 feet from the ordinary high wateriine to the
south side of Section 15. From the south section line
of Section 15 the boundary would follow the wilder-
ness boundary to the Forest boundary, and then
heading east on the Forest boundary to the wilder-
ness boundary. Heading south the boundary would
follow the wilderness boundary to approximately
East Lostine Creek. From approximately East
Lostine Creek the boundary would continue south
at a quarter mile from the ordinary high water line
back to Minam Lake. At Minam Lake outlet the
boundary would swing a quarter mile arc and tie to
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the boundary heading north agaln. (See Appendix

E)

Alternative C - Description by Key Issues

Recreation - Alternative C addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a.

Maintain the existing Recreational Opportu-
nity Spectrum (ROS) for the river corridor.
This s Primitive (WRS Scale FSM 2322) for
the Wild sections of the river and Primitive
(WRS Scale FSM 2322) and Roaded Natural
for the Recreational section of the river.

The existing condition management direc-
tion would be defined by the Forest Plan
(MA-7) and FSM 2300, including FSM 2354.
If conflicts arise between the difterent docu-
ments that cannot be resolved, the more re-
strictive guidelines would apply unless
stated otherwise. The current recreation op-
portunities provided in the corridor would be
maintained.

Eliminate all dispersed camping between
Forest Road 8210 and the Lostine River. Dis-
persed camping would be allowed east of
Forest Road 8210 as long as campsites are
200 feet beyond any Class |, ll, or lll streams
and wetlands. Dispersed camping would be
limited to approved, designated sites.

Develop additional campsites within or adja-
cent to Wiliamson and Shady Camp-
grounds.

Davelop recreational stock facilities at Shady
Campground and at all trailheads. Develop
administrative stock facilities at Lostine
Guard Station and Bowman Trailhead.

Allow no recreational livestock grazing.
Feeding of recreational livestock would be
limited to Forest Service designated corrals.
Encourage feeding with pellets or grain with-
in the river corridor.

Maintain a Forest Service presence 7 days a
week, during normal work hours, between
Memorial Day and Labor Day. The Forest
Service would enter into an agreement with
the local law enforcement officials to provide
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occasional patrols through the area or would
provide for occasional Forest Service law en-
forcement patrols through the area. This ap-
plies to the Recreational section.

Prohibit the use of all ATV's inside the river
corridor.

Develop an interpretive/educational program
Including training for Forest Service person-
nel, the development of brochures, and the
establishment of additional signing.

Discourage commercial permits. Existing
permits would be continued. Existing facili-
ties use would be eliminated as special use
permits expired.

Eisheries - Alternative C addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a.

Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving water quality (the water quality at
the time of river designation or closest esti-
mate) as it relates to fish habitat, including
but nat limited to sediment, stream tempera-
ture, shading, and large woody debris.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Confiicts between these documents would
be resolved by deferring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

Evaluate existing campgrounds (those
campsites within 100 feet of the river) to de-
termine if any campsites are significantly im-
pacting fisheries habitat or water quality.
Those sites that have a negative impact
would be closed.

Eliminate dispersed campsites between Far-
est Road 8210 and the Lostine River. Allow
no dispersed camping within 200 feet of any
Class |, il, or Ul streams, or wetlands.

Recommend to the State that it eliminate fish
stocking or pursue a native fish stocking pro-
gram only.

Vegetation/Forest Health - Alternative C addresses
this Key Issue by the following:




Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving vegetation and forest health within
and adjacent to the river comidor.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
*The Blue Mountain Forest Health Report®
and "Restoring Ecosystems in the Blue
Mountains® would also be used to guide
managers in dealing with forest health con-
cemns. Confiicts between any of these docu-
ments would be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Utilize a full range of silvicultural techniques
for improving forest health with an emphasis
towards uneven-age management.

Prohibit fuelwood cutting in the river corridor,
excluding wood for campfires within the river
corridor.

Transportation - Altternative C addresses this Key
Issue by the following:

Utilize current direction. Forest Road 8210 is
a level 3 road.

Current direction for transportation manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan, the Road
Management Objectives, and FSM 2354,
Confiicts between any of these documents
would be resoived by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated atherwise.

Forest Road 8210 and roads to recreation
facilities and approved dispersed campsites
are the only roads to be open to the public
unless approved through a NEPA document.
All other roads will be used under the terms
of a permit.

Those roads not listed above would be ap-
propriately blocked or rehabiiitated to a pro-
ductive soil. In some cases, creative means
may be needed to block or hide the road
from view so it will have time to revegetate.

Retain Forest Road 8210 at road mainte-
nance level 3.

f.

Issue an Area Closure Order for the Recre-
ational river section to prohibit the use of
motorized vehicles off of open roads.

Fire Management - Alternative C addresses this
Key Issue by the following:

a.

Utilize current direction for prevention and
suppression activities.

Current direction for fire management is de-
fined in the Forest Plan, Eagle Cap Wilder-
ness Fire Management Plan, and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Reduce fire hazards within 50 feet of all
roads. This may be accomplished using a
variety of management tools including pre-
scribed fire, hand piling slash, thinning, prun-
ing, or other effective methods.

Use fire patrols during the peak fire season,
especiaily during evening hours, holidays, or
other high use periods.

Implement a specific fire closure order for the
drainage during the peak fire season.

Implement an educational program which
may include posters, bulletin boards, preven-
tion personnel, or other effective means to
inform the public.

Enter into a cooperative agreement with pri-
vate landowners on reporting fires and fire
suppression actions.

Fire suppression would follow the Eagle Cap
Wildemess Fire Plan within the Wildemess
portion of the river corridor. Qutside of the
Wilderness, all fires would receive an appro-
priate suppression response.

Alternative C - Description by Outstandingly Re-
markable Value

Scenlc - Alternative C addresses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the following:
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a. Maintain the existing visual quality objective
of Retention and Preservation within the
Recreational sections of the river.

b. Maintain the existing visual quality objective
of Preservation in the Wild section of the river.

c. Visual management would be according to
the Forest Plan, Natlonal Forest Landscape
Management Handbook Vol. 2 Chapter 1,
The Visual Management System USDA
#462, The Timber Chapter USDA Handbook
559 and Forest Service Manual 2354 (FSM
2354). Conflicts between any of these docu-
ments would be resolved by defering to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Recreation - Alternative C addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a. See Recreation under "Key Issues’ listed
above,

Fisheries - Alternative C addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkable value by the following:

a. See Fisheries under "Key Issues® listed
above.

Wildlife - Alternative C addresses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the following:

a Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving wildiife habitat as it relates to ripar-
jan aquatic habitat, unique habitats, within
and adjacent to the river corridor.

b. Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

c. Manage snag levels at 100 percent within the
river corridor.

d. Utilize fire as a tool to manage wildlife habitat.

Vegetation/Botanlc - Alternative C addresses this
outstandingly remarkable value by the following:
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a. Utilize current vegetation/botanical and
PETS direction for managing the vegetation
and PETS specles within the river corridor.

b. Curmrent direction for vegetative and PETS
species management is defined in the Forest
Plan and FSM 2354, Conflicts between these
documents would be resolved by deferring
to the most restrictive unless stated other-
wise.

c. Implement an educational/interpretive pro-
gram that may include signing, bulletin
boards, or other effective means to informthe
public of PETS species.

d. Improve PETS species habitat within 1.5 mile
of the Lostine Guard Station, Restrict access
to critical habitat areas within this 1.5 mile
area.

e Monitor existing campgrounds 10 determine
if any campsites are significantly impacting
PETS species. Those sites having a negative
impact would be closed.

f. Monitor dispersed campsites. Those that
have an adverse impact on PETS plants
would be closed.

ALTERNATIVE D _(Preferred)

GOAL - The goa! of Alternative D is to emphasize
and manage for a balance between the OR values.
The Fisheries, Wildlife, Scenic, and Vegetation/
Botanic (natural) OR values would be managedata
high level while improving upon the quality of recre-
ation in the corridor rather that quantity of recre-
ation.

The recreationa! setting for the corridor would be
managed towards the rustic, primitive, and less de-
veloped end of Roaded Natural. Campground de-
velopment would be no higher than level 3. Recre-
ation faciiities would be upgraded to provide for
quality recreation and to protect resources. Some
increases in recreation facilties may be needed.

Easements or land acquisition would be desirable
for all private lands within the river corridor. This
would be from willing sellers only. These would be
developed for recreational or fisheries purposes.




The boundary, starting at Minam Lake on the west
side of the river, would be a quarter mile from the
ordinary high water line to approximately Two Pan
Trail Head. From approximately Two Pan Trailhead
on the wast side of the river, the boundary would be
1000 feet from the ordinary high waterline to the
south side of Section 15. From the south section line
of Section 15 the boundary would follow the wilder-
ness boundary to the Forest boundary, and then
heading east on the Forest boundary to the wilder-
ness boundary. Heading south the boundary would
follow the wilderness boundary to approximately
East Lostine Creek. From approximately East
tostine Creek the boundary would continue south
at a quarter mile from the ordinary high water line
back to Minam Lake. At Minam Lake outlet the
boundary would swing a quarter mile arc and tie to
the boundary heading north again. (See Appendix

E)

Alternative D - Description by Key lssues

Recreation - Aternative D addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a, Maintain the existing Recreational Opportu-
nity Spectrum (ROS) for the river carridor.
This is Primitive (WRS Scale FSM 2322) for
the Wild sections of the river and Primitive
(WRS Scale FSM 2322) and Roaded Natural
for the Recreational sections of the river.

b. The existing direction would be defined by
the Forest Plan (MA-7) and FSM 2300, includ-
ing FSM 2354. If conflicts between the difter-
ant documents cannot ba resolved, the more
restrictive guidelines would apply unless
stated otherwise. The current recreation op-
portunities provided in the corridor would be
maintained with the following changes.

c. Eliminate dispersed camping between For-
ast Road 8210 and the Lostine River, other
than those approved and designated as
overnight campsites. Approved sites would
be designated, on the ground, as open for
camping. Approved overnight campsites
would be those not adversely impacting fish
habitat, PETS plants, riparian areas, or other
OR values, A campsite may be approved by
mitigating the impacts to fish habitat, water
quality or other OR values. Any campsite that
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cannot mitigate adverse impacts to OR val-
ues, will be closed.

Overnight camping east of Forest Road 8210
would be allowed in appraved, designated
sites.

To Implement, a CFR closure order would be
issued to restrict camping to approved sites.

This direction would be monitored to deter-
mine if it meets the objective of reducing im-
pacts to OR values, ability 10 administer, and
other impacts. If adequate protection is not
achieved, then other sytems 10 control use
may be considered such as permit system.

Develop additional campsites within or adja-
cent to Wiliamson and Shady Camp-
grounds. Develop French Camp and Pole
Bridge to provide better information and bet-
ter facilities. Dispersed camps that receive
heavy use may be developed to provide bet-
ter resource protection. Develop a picnic
shelter at French Camp with the intention of
utilizing the existing structure. improve Two
Pan Trailhead to better accommodate use
and protect resources. Improve and re-
design Bowman Trailhead, with emphasis on
location most of the facilities on the east side
of the Road 8210, to better accommodate
use and protect resource.

Overnight camping in developed sites would
be allowed only in approved, designated
campsites.

Develop Recreational stock facilties at
Shady Campground and at all trailheads. De-
velop administrative stock facilities at Lostine
Guard Station and Bowman Trallhead.

Permit recreational livestock grazing in For-
est Service designated areas only. In the
Recreational section of the river, no designat-
ed areas would be within 100 feet of riparian
areas. Encourage the use of pellets and
grain within the river corridor.

This alternative would not define the number
of days or times that a Forest Service pres-
ence would be required. This alternative rec-
agnizes that to effectively implement the
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recreation direction and to protect and en-
hance OR values wiil require an increased
leve! of administration. This leve! of adminis-
tration will be appropriate for implementation
of this plan. The Forest Service woulid enter
into an agreement with the local law entorce-
ment office to provide occasional patrols
through the area or would provide for occa-
sional Forest Service law enforcement pa-
trols through the area (This agreement ap-
plies to the Recreational river segment only).

Prohibit motorized vehicles use off open
roads (except snowmobiles) within the river
corridor.

Develop an interpretive/educational program
including training for Forest Service person-
nel, the development of brochures, and es-
tablishment of additional signing. Develop in-
terpretive sites at French Camp and Lapover.

Utilize commercial operations that do not re-
quire on-site faciiities except those primitive
improvements associated with existing pack-
Ing operations.

Fisherles - Alternative D addresses this Key Issue
by the following:

a.

Utilize current direction for maintaining and
improving water quality (the water quality at
the time of river designation or closest esti-
mate) as it relates to fish habitat, including
but not limited to sediment, stream tempera-
ture, shading, and large woody debris.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between these documents would
be resolved by deferring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

Close all campsites within 75 feet of the
Lostine River. This includes campsites in
campgrounds, other developed sites, or dis-
persed sites. Campsites may be altered,
moved, or redesigned to meet this direction.

Dispersed campsites between Forest Road
8210 and the Lostine River which adversely
impact fish habitat or riparian areas wouid be
eliminated or developed to mitigate the im-
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pact. Aliow no dispersed camping within 75
feet of any Ciass I, il, or iii streams or wet-
jands which adversely impacts water quality
or riparian areas.

Recommend to the State that it reduce the
fish stocking or pursue a native fish stocking
program only.

Vegetation/Forest Health - Alternative D addresses
this Key Issue by the following:

Utllize current direction for maintaining and
improving vegetation and forest health within
and adjacent to the river corridor.

Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Pian and FSM 2354.
*The Blue Mountain Forest Health Report®
and "Restoring Ecosystems in the Biue
Mountains" would also be used to guide
managers in dealing with forest heaith con-
cerns. Confiicts between any of these docu-
ments wouid be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Utilize a full range of silviculturai techniques
for improving forest heaith with an emphasis
towards uneven-age management. Utilize
thinning from below, underburns, and other
methods that do not rely on the use of heavy
equipment on site to improve forest heaith.
Emphasize iong-term forest heaith rather
than short-term.

Fuelwood cutting (excluding onsite campfire
use) would be fimited to achieving OR vaiue
objective or safety. Fuelwood cutting for on-
site camping use will be monitored o deter-
mine impacts to OR values. Based on the
monitoring resuits, management actions
may be required to protect OR values.

Transportation - Alternative D addresses this Key
Issue by the following:

Utiiize current direction. Forest Road 8210 is
a ievel 3 road.

Current direction for transportation manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan, the Road
Management Objectives, and FSM 2354,
Conflicts between any of these documents




wouid be resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Forest Road 8210 and roads to recreation
facilities and approved dispersed campsites
would be the only roads open to the public
unless approved through a NEPA process.
All other roads would be used under the
terms of a permit.

Those roads not listed above would be ap-
propriately blocked or rehabilitated to a pro-
ductive soil. In some cases, creative means
may be needed to biock or hide the road
from view so it will have time to revegetate.

Retain Forest Road 8210 at road mainte-
nance level 3.

issue an Area Closure Order for the Recre-
ational river section to prohibit the use of
motorized vehicles off of open roads. This
would not inciude snowmobiles.

Fire Management - Aiternative D addresses this
Key Issue by the following:

d.

Utilize current direction for prevention and
suppression activities.

Current directlon for fire management is de-
fined in the Forest Plan, Eagie Cap Wiider-
ness Fire Management Plan, and FSM 2354.
Conflicts between any of these documents
would be resolved by defarring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Complete a fire hazard analysis for the
Recreational river segment by January 30,
1994. Implement those rcommendations that
are in line with the management plan and
protect and enhance OR vaiues.

This altenative made no specific recommen-
datlon concerning fire patrols, This alterna-
tive would use the existing fire detection and
education program currently being used.
This would include the appropriate ievel of
fira patrol for the fire hazard.

Consider a specific fire closure order for the
river corridor or sections of the river corridor
during the peak fire season.

Implement an educational program which
may include posters, bulletin boards, preven-
tion personnel, or other effective means to
inform the public.

Use cooperative agreements with private
landowners for fire prevention, detection,
and suppression coordination. Encourage
private landowners to reduce fuei hazards on
private lands.

Fire suppression wouid follow the Eagie Cap
wilderness Fire Plan within the Wilderness
portion of the river corridor, Outside of the
Wiiderness, all fires wouid receive an appro-
priate suppression respanse.

Alternatlve D - Description by Outstandingly Re-

markabie Value

Scenlc - Alternative D addresses this outstandingly
remarkable vaiue by the following:

a

Maintain the existing visual quality objective
of Retention and Preservation within the
Recreationa! sections of the river.

Maintain the existing visuai quality objective
of Preservation in the Wild section ofthariver.

Visual management would be according to
the Forest Plan, National Forest Landscape
Management Handbook Vol. 2 Chapter 1,
The Visual Management System USDA
#462, The Timber Chapter USDA Handbook
559 and Forest Service Manual 2354 (FSM
2354). Confiicts between any of these docu-
ments would be resolved by deferring to the
most restrictive uniess stated otherwise.

Adopt the "Lostine River Viewshed Corridor
Plan* by Walker and Macy, Aprii 1992, as
additional guidelines for managing the visuai
resource within the river corridor.

Recreation - Alternative D addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkabie value by the foliowing:

See Recreation under *Key issues' iisted
above.

Fisheries - Alternative D addresses this outstand-
ingly remarkabile value by the foliowing:
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a See Fisheries under *Key Issues' listed
above.

Wildlife - Alternative D addresses this outstandingly
remarkable value by the foliowing:

a. Utilze current direction for maintaining
wildlife habitat.

b. Current direction for habitat management is
defined in the Forest Plan and FSM 2354,
Conflicts batween these documents wouid
be resolved by deferring to the most restric-
tive unless stated otherwise.

c. Manage snag levels at 100 percent within the
river corridor
d. Utilize fire as a tool to manage wildiife habitat.

Vegetation/Botanic - Alternative D addresses this
outstandingly remarkabie vaiue by the foliowing:

a. Utiize current vegetation/botanical and
PETS direction for managing the vegetation
and PETS species within the river corridor.

b, Current direction for vegetative and PETS
specles management Is defined In the Forest
Plan and FSM 2354. Conflicts between these
documents would be resolved by deferring
to the most restrictive unless stated other-
wise.

c. Impiement an educational/interpretive pro-
gram that may include signing, bulletin
boards, or other effective means to inform the
pubiic of PETS species.

d. Restrict use and access in criticai PETS
species habitat areas. Require permits for
those interested in study!ing PETS species in
critical habitat areas. This permit is to allow
the Forest Service to monitor this type of use.

e. Monitor existing campgrounds to determine
impacts to PETS piants. Mitigate adverse im-
pacts found during monitoring.

f. Monitor dispersed campsites to determine
impacts to PETS plants. Those found to have
an adverse impact on PETS plant, mitigate
effects or close site.

D. Alternatives Considered But Elimi-
nated From Detailed Study

1. An alternative was considered to deveioped
the recreational facilities to a higher Deveiop-
ment Leve! (ieveis 4 and 5) and to allow for a
greater number of recreationai uses. This al-
ternative was not fully deveioped because
the ID Team determined that this wouid have
an adverse impact to the wilderness re-
sources values. The ID Team did not feei that
a higher developed level of recreation was
part of the Recreation OR value. The Recre-
ation OR value is a rustic, more primitive
recreational experience. Because of the nar-
row corridor surrounded by wilderness, the
components of the Recreation OR value, and
the existing ievei of use, the iD team consid-
ered this aiternative unreasonable.

E. Management Requirements, Con-
straints, and Mitigation Measures

As explained earlier, the issues were examined to
determine which were "Key" and which were not.
Some lssues were not considered "Key" because
the effects could be mitigated, the activity is con-
strained by existing laws and regulations, or mitiga-
tion measures were deveioped to constrain an activ-
ity. The following management requirements,
constraints, and mitigation measures are comman
to all action alternatives unless stated otherwise.

1. Range

a. Recommend eliminating the grazing aiiot-
ment within the river corridor. This allot-
ment has been vacant for many years, has
lost much of its value as a grazing aliot-
ment, and does not meet the grazing pro-
gram objectives.

2. \Vegetation
a. Rehabilitate sites with native species.
b. Recognize, promote, and enhance the

qualities which will preserve the ecological
corridor.
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C.

Timber may be harvested within the
Recreational river section to protect and
enhance OR values, public safety, and
emergency conditions such as insect in-
festation, disease control, fire and other
natural catastrophe. In any case harvest
must be accomplished in a manner that
best protects and enhances OR values.
Any timber harvest will be consldered a
non-scheduled harvest. No timber harvest
Is allowed in the Wild river section or the
wilderness.

Encourage fire as a tool to manage vege-
tation, improve forest health, and reduce
fire hazards.

Utilize the Wallowa-Whitman's Integrated
Noxious Weed Management Pian to pré-
vent the spread of noxious weeds.

3. Easements

a. Nothing in any alternative preciudes the

Forest Service from actively pursuing
easements when an OR value is about to
be or is being threatened or damaged.

4. Fisheries/Water Quality

a, ldentify, prior to impiementing an activity,

c

the water quality standards for water tem-
perature, sediments, and other water
quality factors that aftect fish habitat in or-
der to establish a baseline. This baseiine
wiil quantify the water quality/fish habitat
at the time of the Act or the best estimate.

Activities will be measured against the
baseline to determine if water quaiity and
the fisheries OR value are being protect-
ed. This will apply to but not be limited to
logging, livestock, or recreation activities
on Federal or private lands.

Use an educational strategy, particularly
at the campgrounds, to pratect the
salmon and steelhead spawning beds
during the spawning season.

Implement  restoration projects where
camping or other management activities
have impacted the riparian areas.
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d. Develop an educational ietter, pamphiets,

or other materiai to educate the public an
the importance of protecting riparian veg-
etation.

Provide toiiet facilities where people are
concentrated.

Create a fish management zone of 200
feet from Class | and il streams, 100 feet
from Class !l streams and ather wetiands,
and 50 feet from Class VI streams. within
this management zone, ail ground disturb-
ing activities will be analyzed and de-
signed to have no adverse impact on fish
habitat, including riparian areas. in most
cases, no activity can take place that has
an adverse impact on fish habitat. This wiil
not apply to any existing situation; howev-
er, any redesigning, reconstructing, of
modifying of existing conditions will utilize
this standard.

Prohibit the use of sluice boxes or a Suc-
tion dredge with a 4 inch or less hose
(recreational dredging) within the river
corridor until a salmon recovery pian is
completed. At that time this activity may be
gvaluated against the recovery planto de-
termine its suitability. Mitigation may be
used including time or area restrictions, if
necessary.

Recreation

a. Developan educationai program to inform

the public on the proper use of firearms
within the river corridor, This may inciude
the use of bulletin boards, posters, work-
ing with the local law enforcement agen-
cies, and a Forest Service presence in the
area.

Emphasize the existing Federal regula-
tions concerning firearms. They prohibit,
discharging a firearm or any other imple-
ment capabie of taking human life,
causing injury, of damaging property (1) in
or within 150 yards of a residence, build-
ing, campsite, developed recreation site,
or occupied area, or (2) across of on a
Forest Development road or a body of wa-
ter adjacent thereto, or in any mannef or
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place whereby any person or property is
exposed to injury or damage as a result In
such discharge." State laws are also appli-
cabie in providing for safety in the area.

Monitoring

a. Incorporate into the Forest's monitoring
pian, the Implementation of the wild and
Scenic River Management Plan.

Adjacency

a For Federal land management, the Wiid
and Scenic Rivers Act, Sec. 12(a) ad-
dresses adjacency. The Eagle Cap
Ranger District must address impact to
the river corridor during project pianning if
the project is adjacent to the river corridor.
Management of the river corridor must al-
so consider adjacency concerms at or In
the vicinity of Two Pan, which is between
the Recreational river section and Wild riv-
er section.

Conflict Resolution

a. Conflict between OR values that cannot be
resolved, will be resolved in the following
priority:  Fisheries, Vegetation/Botanic,
wildlife, Scenery, Recreation.

Management Processes Conceming Private
Lands

a. Forest Service policy, in accordance with
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, estab-
lished a process for managing the river
corridor involving private lands. This pro-
cess includes:

Cooperatively working with iandown-
arsto identify the objectives of the For-
est Service as well as to identify the
objectives of the iandowner.

Working to an agreed upon solution
acceptabie to both parties (See Sec.
11 of the Act).

Identifying opportunities that
landowners may take advantage of
which wouid protect and enhance the
OR values.

Working through Federal, State, and
county laws, regulations, or zoning to
protect OR values.

Discussing the aiternative of buying/
selling an easement to protect the CR
values.

Identifying the need to acquire (con-
demn}) an easement to protect the OR
values only as a last resort.

b. Private land guides were not deveioped
for private lands. The Lapover Covenants
were reviewed and found adequate for riv-
er protection. The overail objectives and
DFEC for the river apply to private iands.

F. Alternative Comparison

The foliowing table summarizes the Key Issues and
OR values for each aiternative for easy comparison.
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Recreation (coft.)

Utilize commercial operations thet do
not require on-site facilities except

those primitive improvements assoch-
ated with existing packing operations.

Fisheries

Lhilize current direction for maintaining
and improving water quality (the water
quality at the time of river designation
or closest estimate) as it relates to fish
hebitat including but not limited to

sediment, stream tempereture, shading,

and large woody debris.

Current direction for habitat manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan and
ESM 2354, Conflicts between these
documents would be resolved by
deferring to the most restrictive unless
stated otherwise.

Utilize current direction for maintaining
and improving water quality (the water
quality at the time of river designation
of closest estimate) as it relates to fish
habitat including but not limited to
sediment, siream temperature, shading,
and targe woody debris.

Current direction for habitat manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan and
FSM 2354. Conflicts between any of
these documents would be resotved by
deferring to the most restrictive unless
stated otherwise.

Existing campgrounds would be evaluat-
od 1o determine if any campsites are
significantly impacting fisheries habitat
or water quality (those campsiles within
25 foet of the river). Those sites deter-
mined to have a negative impact would
be closed.

Dispersed campsites will be evaluated
and those that are an adverse impact
1o fisheries habitat or water quality will
be managed to reduce the impact of
closed.

No recommendation would be made
concerning the State's fish stocking
program.

Utilize cutrent direction for maintaining
and improving weter quality {the water
quality at the time of river designation
or closest estimate) as it relates to fish
habitat including but not limited to
sediment, stream temperature, shading,
and large woody debris.

Current direction for habitet manage-
ment is defined in the Forest Plan and
FSM 2354, Conflicts between any of
these documents would be resolved by
defarring to the most restrictive unless
stated otherwise.

Existing cempgrounds (those campsites
within 100 feet of the river) would be
evaluated to determine i any campsites
are significantly impacting fisherioa
habitat or water quality. Those sites
determined 1o have a negative impact
would be closed.

Dispersed campsites would be eliminat-
od between Forest Road 8210 and the
Lostine River. No dispersed camping
within 200 feet of any Class |, ll, or il
streams, or wetlands.

Recommend 1o the State to eliminate
the fish stocking or 1o pursue a native
fish stocking program only.

Utilize current direction for mairiain-
ing and improving water quality (the
watder quality &t the time of river
designation or closest estimate) as it
relates to fish habitat including but
not limited to sediment, stream
temperature, shading, and large
woody debris.

Current direction for habitat manage-
ment is defined in the Forost Plan
and FSM 2354, Contlicts between
any of these documents would be
resolved by deferring to the most
restrictive unless stated otherwise.

Close all campsites within 75 feet of
the Lostine River. This includes
campsiles in campgrounds, other
developed sites, or dispersed sites.
Campaites may be altered, moved,
or redesigned to meet this direction.

Dispersed campsites between Forest
Road 8210 and the Lostine River
which adversely impact fish habitat
or riparian areas would be eliminated
or developed to mitigate the impact.
No dispersed camping within 75 foot
of any Class |, 1I, or lll streams, or
wetlands which adversely impact
water quality or riparian aress.

Recommend to the State to reduce
the fish stocking or to pursue & native
fish stocking program only.
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CHAPTER lil. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES-EFFECTS OF IMPLEMENTATION

This Chapter forms the sclentific and analytic basis
for the comparison of alternatives and the assess-
ment of effects on the Key Issues and the river's
Outstandingly Remarkabile vaiues (OR values). This
section will also disciose the effect on other specific
issues directed by laws, regulations and policies
(See Other Issues). The analysis inciudes the short-
term, long-term, direct, Indirect, irreversibie, irre-
trievable, and cumuiative effects.

it should be noted again that the river and river-
related values are in good to excellent condition and
with the current level of administration, the differ-
ences between alternatives are slight. For this rea-
son, the effects between alternatives are smaii.

The following is a discussion on the effects of the
akternatives by Key issues:

A. Key Issues
RECREATION

The Issue Is: What type and level of recre-
ational opportunities will be available within
the corridor while still protecting resource
values? Elements used to evaluate this issue
are:

Altornative A
Direct/indirect Effects

Alternative A maintains the existing ROS of Primitive
(WRS) for the Wiild segment and Primitive (WRS)
and Roaded Natural for the Recreational segments
of the river.

Alternative A aiso maintains the existing daveloped
and dispersed sites and manages them under cur-
rent Forest Plan standards and guidelines.

Cumuiative Effects
Recreation visitor activities may cause some

changes and additions to the existing dispersed
sites as they are further deveioped by the users.

Alternative B
Direct/indirect Effects

Alternative B maintains the existing ROS of Primitive
(WRS) for the Wild segment and Primitive (WRS)
and Roaded Natural for the Recreational segments
of the river.

Alternative B aiso maintains the existing developed
and dispersed sites and manages them under cur-
rent Farest Plan standards and guidelines with the
following changes:

Recreation OR values will be emphasized by
developing existing and new campsites, fa-
cilities, attractions, Forest Service presence,
and informational/ educational, and commer-
cial opportunites as outiined in the
alternative description to accommodate the
greatest number of visitors.

The overali appearance of the corridor may
change over time as more recraation oppor-
tunities are deveioped and more visitors are
accommodated. Monitoring is required to en-
sure that the Recreation OR values are not
compromised by additional deveiopment.

This plan has the greatest potential to alter
the recreation experience and the recreation-
al OR value through maximizing and devel-
oping recreation opportunities.

Cumulative Effects

This alternative may have a cumulative effect on the
Wild segment of the river and the Eagle Cap Wilder-
ness. Additional development and capacity in the
Recreational segment may create additional use in
the Wild segment beyond the capacity identified in
the Forest Pian standards and guidelines for wiider-
ness. Any effects of development in the Recreation-
al segment need to be monitored in the Wild seg-
ment and the more restrictive of the Wild and Scenic
River Act or wilderness management guidelines ad-
hered to.




Alternative C
Directfindirect Effects

Alternative C maintalns the existing ROS of Primitive
(WRS) for the Wild segment and Primitive (WRS)
and Roaded Naturai for the Recreational segment of
the river,

Alternative C aiso malintains the exisiting developed
and dispersed sites and manages them under For-
est Plan standards and guldelines except for the
following:

Protect and enhance recreation OR values at
a less than maximum level while emphasizing
Fisheries, Wildife, Vegstation/Botanic, and
Scenic OR values. This would be accom-
plished by eliminating some dispersed
campsites and developing some additional
campsites within or adjacent to the existing
campsites. Recreation stock facilities would
be developed, but grazing wouid be restrict-
od. Forest Service presence and interpreta-
tion and education opportunities would be
increased, but ATVs would be prohibited and
commercial permits discouraged. These ac-
tivitles are detalled in the description of ater-
natives.

The overail appearance of the corridor may
change over time as some recreation oppor-
tunities are eliminated or restricted. Monitor-
ing wiil be necessary to ensure that the recre-
atlon OR values are not compromised.

This alternative has the greatest potential to
restrict recreation use and alter the existing
use pattern by eliminating some existing dis-
persed sites, developing some additional
campsites, and restricting other activities.
The recreation OR vaiue may be slightly ef-
facted by the elimination of some diversity of

opportunity.
Cumulative Effects

This alternative may have a cumulative effect on the
Wiid segment of the river and the Eagie Cap Wildes-
ness. Any effects of development inthe Recreation-
al segment need to be monitored in the Wild seg-
ment and the more restrictive of the Wild and Scenic

River Act or Forest Plan standards and guideiines
for wildermess adhered to.

Alternative D
Direct/indirect Effects

Alternative D malntains the existing ROS of Primitive
(WRS) for the Wild segment and Primitive (WRS)
and Roaded Natural for the Recreational sagment of
the river.

Alternative D also maintains the existing developed
and dispersed sites and manages them under For-
est Plan standards and guidelines except for the
following:

Emphasize a balance between the recreation
OR value and the other OR values while im-
proving the quality of the recreation experi-
ence instead of the quantity of recreation op-
portunities. This will be accomplished by
gliminating some dispersed sites, but also
developing some existing dispersed sites
and adding some campsites, Better informa-
tion, education, picnic and stock facilitles
would be provided; but ATV use would be
prohibited off open roads and recreation live-
stock grazing would be restricted within the
corridor. Forest Service presence wouid be
increased and commercial operations that
do not require on-site faciities wouid be al-
lowed. These activities are detalled in the de-
scription of alternatives.

The overall appearance of the corridor may
change over time as some recreation oppor-
tunities are eliminated, restricted, or added.
Monitoring will be necessary to ensure that
the recreation OR values are not compro-
mised.

This alternative has the potential to Improve
the recreation experience in the corridor
while aiso enhancing the recreation and oth-
er OR values.

Cumulative Effects

This alternative may have a cumulative effect on the
Wild segment of the river and the Eagle Cap Wilder-
ness. Any effects of development in the Recreation-
al segment need to be monitored in the Wild seg-
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ment and the more restrictive of the Wiid and Scenic
River Act or Forest Plan standards and guldelines
for wilderness adhered to.

FISHERIES

The Issue Is: How to protect and enhance
the popuiations and habltat of the salmon,
steelhead, and bull trout while aliowing for
other uses within and adjacent to the river
corridor. Elements used to evaluate this Is-
sue are:

Management direction concerming fisheries re-
sources In the Lostine River corridor, regardiess of
the altemnative selected, is anticlpated to be similar
to the existing management trends outiined In the
Forest Plan. Throughout the alternatives, future in-
creased visitor use in the corridor is assumed, as IS
the need to protect and enhance riparian and
stream habitat. In general, the assimilation of this
document Into current management direction
serves only to encourage management trends of
increased protection and enhancement of these re-
sources. This document does not in itself affect the-
se resources. Any specific Forest Service proposed
activity within the Lostine River corridor will be evalu-
ated for its impacts towards fisheries, water quality,
and riparian resources.

Alternative A
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative A, the No Action alternative does not
change current management direction. It is expect-
ed the current trend of Increasing visitor use in the
Lostine River corridor will continue. Over the short
term, both dispersed and minimally develaped For-
est Service campgrounds will remaln in a condition
similar to their existing condition, although improv-
ing trends along the stream will be naticabie. Roads
jeading into dispersed campsites which have or will
be identified as perpetuating unfavorable riparian
disturbances will be closed to access, It is expected
some campsites within Forest Service camp-
grounds will be moved back from the river, or in
some other way modified to encourage re-
astablishement and improvement of riparian vege-
tation. Livestock use of the river will remain un-
changed, continuing to have minimal riparian
damage in localized areas. Visitor education con-

cerning low-impact camping will continue at a low
lavel. Water quality, particularily concerning stream
tempreature, chemical composition, and sediment
input is not expected to change appreciably in the
short term. Due to the current concern towards fish-
gries related issues, habitat restoration or improve-
ment projects will be identified. it is not anticipated
these projects wili be implemented in the near fu-
ture. Over the long term, stream bank stability will
improve through enhanced riparian vegetation and
greater management emphasis directed towards
these sensitive areas.

indirect effects to stream and riparlan conditions as
a result of the No Action alternative wiil be primaily
related to re-locating dispersed and Forest Service
established campsites away from the river. Through
these management actlons, it Is expected moderate
decreases of sediment input will be realized due to
visitor awareness and re-establishment of riparian
vegetation.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Atternative B
Direct/Indirect Effects

Management direction under Alernative B would
emphasize recreation. Directlon under this alterna-
tive would recommend that Forest Service camp-
grounds be improved to accommodate increased
use, Dispersed campsites {and roads ieading to
these sites) iocated near the Lostine River will be
significantly restricted or closed. Established Farest
Service campgrounds will be modified. Specific
campsltes will be ciosed or relocated. The intent of
these activities is to re-establish riparian vegetation
and to protect and enhance stream bank stability.
Restrictions concerning recreationai livestock graz-
ing and additional efforts in visitor education and
awareness will encourage riparian enhancement.

Relocation and redesign of campsites and livestock
corrals will help coordinate trail access from these
sites to the river. Management in this direction will
encourage revegetation along stream banks, ulti-
mately aiding in reducing sediment delivery into the
stream.
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Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternative C
Direct/Indirect Efects

Alternative C will encourage essentially the same
management direction concerning fisheries habitat
and water quality as alternatives A and B. Camp-
sites and livestock facilities will be relocated or mod-
ified to further protect and enhance these re-
sources. A 200-foot stream buffer will be
astablished to restrict dispersed camping from
Class -l streams. Increased level of visitor educa-
tion is similar to Altemative B and will probably ex-
ceed that encouraged under the No Action alterna-
tive.

Short term indirect effects will not be noticable as a
resuft of this document. In the longer tesm, this alter-
native will have similar consequences as those
mentioned In Alternatives A and B. Riparian vege-
taion and stream bank stability should improve,
eventually leading to lesser amounts of sediment
input into the stream.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were Identified during the
analysis process.

Alternative D
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative D is a combination or a synthesls of both
Alternatives B and C. Development and Improve-
ment of campsites will aid in accommodating antici-
pated visitor use of this river corridor. As In Alterna-
tives A, B and C, riparian, fisheries, and water quallty
resources are expected to improve over the longer
term, although changes in the shor term are not
anticipated. Designated livestock grazing and wa-
tering areas will create an improving trend in vegeta-
tion in some localized areas, altthough these mea-
sures are not expected to have a significant effect to
general water quality.

Indirect effects to riparian conditions, fish habitat
and water quality are expected to be similar as that
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mentioned in Alternatives A, B, and C. Riparian veg-
etation and stream bank stability should improve,
particullary if relocation or modification of campsites
is accompanied with vegetivative restoration, aven-
tually leading to lesser amounts of sediment input
into the stream.

An Indirect effect of a 75 foot restriction on camp-
sites may be increases in new sites that could im-
pact additional riparian areas. This would be re-
duced with an Increase in Forest Service
administration.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

VEGETATION

The Issue Is: How will the OR values be af-
fected by the decline of forest health?

The Issue Is: Can vegetative management
improve the forest health situation and still
protect all the OR values? Elements used to
evaluate this issue are:

Alternative A
Direct/Iindirect Effects

Alternative A emphasizes current direction for main-
tainlng and Improving vegetative conditions and for-
est health concems. Current direction permits vege-
tative manipulation consistent with VQO objectives
of Retention. The uneven-aged, group selection
management scenario provides the greatest flexibil-
ity to Integrate slivicultural objectives with visual
quality objectives and absorption capabilitles.

Initlal group selection locations would be prioritized
by siivicultural need (i.e., severely overstocked
pockets with no potential for release, root rot pock-
ats, bark beetle pockets, etc.). Theoretically (in the
absense of catastrophic stand destruction), imple-
mentation of the group selection treatment scenario
would result in a mosaic pattemn of diverse tree
species, sizes and age classes in the analysis area.
Forest health concerns as well as protection of the
OR values would be addressed under this alterna-
tive.
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Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects, as related to the Issue of forest
health and the established ORVSs, will be analyzed
within the Middle Lostine River Subwatershed (05I).
1992 Forest Pest Asrial Detectlon Surveys indicated
that Spruce Budworm defollation was evident from
the air over alarge percentage of the subwatershed.
The multi-layered, host type stands typical of the
unmanaged analysls area are very susceptible and
vulnerable to continued Insect and disease activity.
The potential for a major conflagration would be
very high. The entire analysis area (outside of the
wild and Scenic River Corridor) Is within the Eagle
Cap Wilderness. The intent of the Wildemess Act is
to pres«ive and protect the natural condition and
characteristics of designated lands. These areas
are to remain essentially unaltered and undisturbed
by man, with natural ecological processes permit-
ted to operate with a minimum of human interfer-
ence. Vegetation management projects intendedto
improve the deteriorating heatth conditions within
the wilderness are not anticipated. The effects of
stand deterloration upon scenery and recreation
ORVs Is unsubstantiated. Studles intended to mea-
sure the effects of pest damage to peoples percep-
tion of scenic beauty is currently being conducted.

Alternative B
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative B emphasizes the use of even-aged
management to meet silvicultural objectives and OR
values. Even-aged management techniques pro-
vide the greatest latitude to improve declining forest
health concems. Two acre plus openings would be
proposed to Initiate stand conversion opportunities
and provide the microclimatic conditions favoring
the establishment of the prefesred specles to man-
age on the site. However, openings of two acres
and larger will not meet visual quality objectives of
Retention. Partlal Retention cbjectives may be at-
tainable with an Ivegular shelterwood harvest pre-
scription. Residual shelterwood trees would be re-
tained In clumps and at Irregular densitles to
emulate natural-appearing spacing. The shelter-
wood would be retained through the rotation to pro-
vide diversity.

Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects, as related to the issue of forest
health and the established ORVs, will be analyzed
within the Middle Lostine River Subwatershed (05I).
1992 Forest Pest Aerial Detection Surveys indicated
that Spruce Budworm defollation was evident from
the air over a large percentage of the subwatershed.
The muiti-layered, host type stands typica! of the
unmanaged analysls area are very susceptible and
vulnerable to continued insect and disease activity.
The potentlal for a major conflagration would be
very high. The entire analysis area (outside of the
Wild and Scenic River Corridor) is within the Eagle
Cap Wilderness. The intent of the Wilderness Act is
to preserve and protect the natural condition and
characteristics of designated lands. These areas
are to remain essentially unaltered and undisturbed
by man, with natural ecological processes permit-
ted to operate with a minimum of human interfer-
ence. Vegetation management projects Intended to
improve the deteriorating health conditions within
the wilderness are not anticipated. The effects of
stand deterioration upon scenery and recreation
ORVs Is unsubstantiated. Studies intended to mea-
sure the effects of pest damage to peoples percep-
tion of scenic beauty is currently being conducted.

Alternative C
Direct/Indirect Effects

A full range of silvicultural techniques would be
used for improving forest health with an emphasis
towards uneven-aged management. Direct and in-
direct effects to the vegetation resource under Alter-
native C are similiar to those discussed In Alterna-
tive A.

Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects are similar to those discussed
under Alternative A.

Alternative D
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative D emphasizes the use of uneven-aged
management techniques to meet silvicultural objec-
tives and OR values. This aiternative fundamentaily
differs from Alternatives A and C because of its ag-
gressive fuels/fire management emphasis. As iden-
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tified in the mitigation measures, the use of pre-
scribed fire would be proposed to further address
forest health concerns. In addition to the direct and
indirect effects of stand manlpulation to forest
health concerns and OR values Identified in Alterna-
tive A, the use of prescribed fire would precipitate
temporary adverse visual effects. Negative effects
include: blackened tree boles, killed understory
vegetation, a blackened forest floor, and tree-crown
scorch. Adverse visual effects assoclated with pre-
scribed burning may last from only a few weeks to
no more than 1 to 3 years depending upon the
sensitivity of the burn prescription. Properly analyz-
ing and selecting burning and visual variables, firing
technlques, logistics, and Ignition methods should
make it easier to mitigate short-term visual prob-
lems. In the long term, the use of prascribed fire will
be invaluable In creating desirable visual character-
Istics, providing diverse wildlife habitat, increasing
stand health and vigor and reducing natural fuel
loadings.

Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects, as related to the issue of forest
health and the established ORVs, will be analyzed
within the Middle Lostine River Subwatershed (05I).
1992 Forest Pest Aerial Detection Surveys Indicated
that Spruce Budworm defollation was evident from
the alr over a large percentage of the subwatershed.
The multi-layered, host type stands typlcal of the
unmanaged analysis area are very susceptible and
vulnerable to continued Insect and disease activity.
The potential for a major conflagration would be
very high. The entire analysls area (outside of the
Wild and Scenic River Corridor) is within the Eagle
Cap Wilderness. The intent of the Widerness Act Is
to preserve and protect the natural condition and
characteristics of designated lands. These areas
are to remain essentlally unaltered and undisturbed
by man, with natural ecological processes permit-
ted to operate with a minimum of human Interfer-
ence. Vegetation management projects intendedto
improve the deteriorating health conditlons within
the wilderness are not anticipated. The effects of
stand deterioration upon scenery and recreation
ORVs is unsubstantiated. Studies intended to mea-
sure the effacts of pest damage to peoples percep-
tion of scenic beauty Is currently being conducted.

-

IRREVERSIBLE/IRRETRIEVABLE COMMIT-
MENTS OF RESOURCES

Under an uneven-aged management-group selec-
tlon scenario, areas not entered In the initlal cutting
cycles will undoubtedly incur mortality. Quantities in
excess of that required for wildlife habitat and long-
term site productivity may be made available for
timber harvest. Decisions whether or not to harvest
the salvage volume will be analyzed as the situation
presents itself. If the determination is made to
forego salvage opportunities, the deteriorating tim-
ber would represent woodfiber volume and com-
mercial value irretrievably foregone.

PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
EFFECTS THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED

If salvage opponunities between cutting cycles Is
foregone, the availability of saleable volume will be
unavoidably lost.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USE
AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

The long-term productivity of resources will be af-
fected by increased insect activity. Stand conditions
favoring sustained outbreaks of Insects and disease
currently exist within the analysis area.

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH PLANS AND
POLICIES OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS

The Forest Service has responsibilities to coordl-
nate with the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) under Section 7 ofthe Endangered Species
Act (ESA) and pursuant reguattions (50 CFR Part
402). It is Intended to enhance the Forest Service's
ability to meet the terms of the Inter-Agency Agree-
ment signed In February 1992 between the NMFS
and the FS. The listing of Snake River chinaok
stocks as threatened, and sockeye stocks as en-
dangered requires the Forest Servica 1o ensure
compliance with ESA - Section 7(a)(2) to ensure that
any Forest Service action is not likely to jeopardize
the continued existerice of the species or result in
the destruction or adverse modification of critical
habitat of such species. The Forest Service will en-
sure compliance with the ESA for all ongaing and
planned land management activities.
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TRANSPORTATION

The Issue Is: How to meet the transportation
needs while protecting and enhancing the
resources and OR values. Elements used to
evaluate this issue are:

Alternative A
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative A continues with the existing condition or
direction. This altemative does not address the con-
cern of roads being created by woodcuitter, recre-
atlonist, or other off road use. Under this alternative,
those activities would continue, creating additional
roads.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternative B
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative B Identifies those roads open to the pub-
lic. This would help reduce the problem of the public
creating new roads for a variety of reason. It also
prohibits (through a closure) all motorized vehicle
use within the riparian area of the river. This would
provide protection for the Lostine River riparian
area. Under this alternative, the riparian area would
be defined as 50 feet from the high water line.

Because of the expected increased vehicle use, the
road maintanence level was Increased to a Level 4.

This would be appropriate ¥ the traffic use increas-
es.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternatives C and D
Direct/indirect Effects
These two alternatives address this issue the same.

These alternatives kientify the roads to be open to
the public as did Alternative B. However, these alter-
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natives issue an area closure for all motorized use
except for those roads open to the public. This pro-
vides the maximum protection for the OR values,
including PETS plant species and water quality.
However, it should not decrease the recreational
OR value as off road recreational use is not part of
the OR values.

With the area surrounded by wilderness and only on
access point, this closure should be easy to en-
force.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysls process.

FIRE MANAGEMENT

The Issue Is: Given the existing and predict-
ed fuel loading within the river corridor, what
are appropriate fire prevention and suppres-
sion strategies? Elements used to evaluate
this issue are:

Alternative A

Direct/Indlrect Effects

This alternative continues the existing direction for
fire prevention and suppression. Nothing in this al-
ternative would prevent implementing other direc-
tion to Improve the fire prevention and suppression
activitles in the river cosridor.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternatives B, and C

Direct/Indirect Etfects

These alternatives all address this issue the same
with one exception. These alternatives provide for a
fire hazard reduction buffer along Forest Road
8210, call for Increased fire patrol during peak fire
seasons, increased fire prevention education, and
provides for direction to work with landowners to
develop a process for reducing fuel buildups and
reporting fires.




All of these actlons would Improve the fire preven-
tion and provide better protection for the river corri-
dor.

Alternative B provides a 100 foot fire hazard reduc-
tion butfer along Forest Road 8210. This provides
the greatest protection of the alternatives. Altema-
tive C provides for a 50 foot buffer.

Atternative D
Direct/indirect Effects

Alternative D is for the mast part the same as Alter-
natives B and C for fire patrols, education, preven-
tlon, and working with landowners. However, Alter-
native D proposed to complete a fire hazard
analysis for the Recreational segment. This would
provide a more detailed picture of the fuels situation
and recommend specific hazards to be reduced.
Based on this report, the Forest Service would Im-
plement those appropriate recommendation. This
would provide a more comprehensive list of hazard
reduction items rather than just a 100 or 50 fuel
reduction zone.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

B. Other Issues

BIODIVERSITY (Diversity)

The health and maintenance of a functioning
ecosystem is dependent on its diversity. There are
three OR values that are Important to diversity, Fish-
aries, Wildlife, and Vegetation/Botanic. The protec-
tlon and enhancement of these OR values is part of
the objective of the management plan. Each project,
as it is proposed, will be analyzed for its effect onthe
OR values, which will Include a discusslon on blodl-
versity. The management of the OR values should
protect and enhance the biodiversity of the area.

PRIVATE LANDS

There is very little private land within the river carri-
dor (less than 1 percent). The private land within the
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corridor is referred to as Lapover Ranch, There are
several landowners within this area. They have de-
veloped covenants for the purpose of managing
their land and protecting its value. These covenants
have been reviewed by the ID Team and were found
to be more than adequate for the protection of river
values. Other local, State, and Federal regulation or
Jaws apply that will also protect the river values, For
these reason, no addtional direction was estab-
lished concerning private land. All alternatives will
provide the same level of protection and manage-
ment for the river concerning private lands.

All alternatives identify these small parcels of private
land as desireable to purchase; however, they were
not determined to be critical to acquire for the man-
agement or protection of the river corridor. These
purchases would be through willing sellers only.

CONSUMERS, CIVIL RIGHTS, MINORITY
GROUPS, AND WOMEN

No additional Impacts to any of these groups were
identified outside of what has already been ad-
dressed in the Forest Plan, CMP, or covered in other
sections of this document,

WETLANDS AND FLOODPLAINS

Wetlands and floodplains do exist within the plan-
ning area. Any proposed project will address the
specific impacts to these areas. Because of the
Fisheries OR value and the direction within the Act
to protect water quality, this issue will be discussed
in more detail in the next sectlon. No negative im-
pacts from the development of this management
plan were Identified.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

Threatened, endangered, and sensitive species
and their habitat have been located within or adia-
cent to the river camidor. These include wildlife,
plants, and the newly listed salmon. All of these are
part of an OR value to be protected and enhanced.
Therefore, any action should improve upon the ex-
Isting condition. Each individual proposed project in
the river corridor will analyze the impact on these
species. A biological evaluation (BE) has been com-
pleted for this EA and is In the analysis file.
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CULTURAL RESQURCES

Cultural resources have been located within or adja-
cent to the river corridor. No alternative proposes to
Implement any activity that would have an adverse
Impact on any cultural resource site. Since Forest
direction applles, those sites must be protected.
Therefore, any actlon should improve upon the ex-
Isting condition. Each Individual proposed projectIn
the river corridor will analyze the impact on these
cultural resources. A cultural survey will be complet-
ed for any proposed activity. A cultural resource
report has been completed for this EA and Is inthe
analysis file.

PRIME FARMLANDS, RANGELANDS, AND
FOREST LANDS

The river corridor contains rangelands and forest
lands. The effacts on these lands is slight. Presently,
there Is not livestock grazing within the corridor; and
this is planned to continue, The timber land avall-
able within the corridor is small give existing Forest
Plan Standards and Guidelines. There are only
small additions 1o these guldelines concerning tim-
ber harvest. Timber harvest can still occur withinthe
river corridor outside of wilderness. However, the
harvest would be consldered a non-scheduled har-
vest under all action alternatives.

ENERGY REQUIREMENTS

No energy requirements were Identified during the
analysis process.

PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
EFFECTS THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED

No other adverse environmental effects that cannot
bae avoided, other than those previously discussed,
were Identified during the analysis process. The im-
pact to private landowners cannot be avoided as
Congress designated the river Intothe Natlonal Wild
and Scenic System. The Forest Service is charged
with developing the management plan.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USE
AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

During the development of the alternatives, other
than those listed previously, neither lcng-term or
short-term productivity would be affected.

JRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMIT-
MENTS OF RESOURCES

No alternative represents an Irreversible or Irretriev-
able commitment of resources.

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH PLANS AND
POLICIES OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS

s e ————

No conflicts were Identified with plans or palicies of
other agencies during the analysis process.

C. Outstandingly Remarkable Values
SCENIC

The Issue Is: What level should the visual
quality be managed for?

Direct/Indirect Effects
Alternative A

Alternative A maintains the existing visual quatity
objective (VQO) of Retention and Preservation with-
in the Recreatlonal segment of the river and Preser-
vatlon in the wild segment of the river. Preservation
is the highest VQO in the visual classification sys-
tem.

Alternative A provides the least amount of scenic
enhancement because it does not set any specific
direction for pratecting and enhancing the scenic
rasource.

Cumuiative Effects

The visual quality will be managed according to
broad guidelines and may be altered somewhat
over the long-term due to natural and human
caused activities relating to forest health and vege-
tation management.

Alternative B
Effects are similar to those of Altemative A except.
Alternative B provides for a full range of silvicultural

treatments to be used for Improving forest heakh
and emphasizing uneven-aged management. The-
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se treatments may be partially visible from roads
and recreation areas within the corridor.

Alternative B provides for specific direction In pro-
tecting and enhancing the Scenic OR value and
resource as detailed in the Lostine River Viewshed
Corridor Plan.

Cumulative Effects

The visual quality will be managed according to the
specific corridor plan and may be altered slightly
from the exlsting conditlon as a result of natural and
human caused activitles related to forest health and
vegetatlon management.

Alternative C
Effects are similar to Alternative B except:

Alterative C provides the least amount of scenic
enhancement because it does not set any specific
direction for protecting or enhancing the Scenic OR
value and resource.

Cumulative Effects

The visual quality will be managed according to
broad guidelines and may be alterad somewhat
over the longterm due to natural and human
caused actlvitles relating to forest health and vege-
tation management.

Alternative D
Effacts are similar to Alternative B except:

Alternative D provides for a full range of slivicultural
techniques for improving long-term forest health
with an emphasis towards uneven-aged manage-
ment. Treatments that do not rely on heavy equip-
ment on site would be utilized. These treatments
may be partially visible from roads and recreation
areas within the corridar.

Alternative D provides for protection and enhance-
ment of the Scenic OR value and resource as de-
tailed in the Lostine River Viewshed Corridor Plan.

Cumulative Effects

The visual quality will be managed according to the
specific corridor plan and may be altered slightly

from the existing condition as a result of natural and
human caused activities related to forest heatth and
vegetatlon management.

RECREATION

The Issue 1s: This OR value was previously
discussed under the recreation issue.

See "Key Issues” previously listed.
FISHERIES

The Issue Is: This OR value was previously
discussed under the fisheries water quality
issue,

See "Key Issues" previously listed.
WILDLIFE

The Issue 1s: How to best manage for the
protection and enhancement of wildlife pop-
ulations and habitat within the river corridor?

Alternative A
Direct/Indirect Effects

Cover and Blg Game Habitat

There will be no loss direct loss of habitat by
maintalning the current number of recreationat ar-
eas.

Indirect effects of not implementing a nox-
ious weed program may be loss of forage.

ATV use may directly result in disturbance or
harassment.

Timber and saivage harvest may alter current
cover forage ratlos. Effects will be addressed In spe-
cific NEPA documents.

By not closing dispersed roads, some habitat
will remain out of forage praduction.

Snag Habitat

Direct loss of some snag habitat by removing
*hazard® trees adjacent to roads and recreational
areas.

Management Indicator Species

By not increasing riparian habitat manage-
ment, continued loss of vegetation and subsaquent
hiding and foraging areas may reduce this habitat,
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No dust abatement on the Lostine River road
will result Inthe Indirect effect of reduced insect prey
base on the roadslde vegetation. This will decrease
observations of woodpeckers, chickadees, and
nuthatches.

Human use levels wil likely Increase, directly
decreasing wildlife use of the corridor.

Unique Specles and Habiltat

No direct or Indirect Impact to unique species
habitat Is anticipated.

Unlique specles occurrence is rare or occurs
outside high use periods. Impacts are anticipated to
be minimal.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects on wildlife were determined
during the analysis process.

Alternative B
Direct/Indirect Effects

Cover and Blg Game Habitat

This alternative will have a greater effect than
Aiternative A by increasing the amount of habitat
alteration with campsite development.

There will be beneficlal effects by Implement-
ing an aggressive noxious weed program.

Effects of ATV use is the same for Alternative
A

There will be no alteratlon of cover forage
ratios by timber or salvage harvest.

Effects of dispersed roads will be less than
Alternative A.

Snag Habitat

Sama effect as Alternative A.

The remainder of the corridor will be man-
aged at the 100% snag level.

Management Indicator Species

This alternative better meets the needs of
wlidlife species dependent on riparian habitat than
Alternative A.

With dust abatement, this alternative will im-
pact primary cavity excavators less than Alternative
A

Human use levels willl increase, directly de-
creasing wildlife use of the corridor, Effects of this
alternative to wildlife are greater than Altemnative A.

Planting adjacent to developed recreational
sites will Increase passerine use of these areas and
increase wildlife viewing opportunities.

Unique Species and Habitat
Eftects of this alternative are the same as
Alternative A.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects on wildlife were determined
during the analysls process.

Altarnative C
Direct/indirect Effects

Cover and Big Game Habitat

Effects of this alternative are similar to Alter-
native B except, no ATVs will reduce the potential for
disturbance and harassment, closure of dispersed
sites wlll increase the amount of forage, and harvest
may alter current cover forage ratios.

Snag Habitat
Same effect as Alternative A and B.

Management Indicator Species

Same effect as Altermative B.

Human use levels will likely increase, directly
decreasing wildlife use of the corridor.

Unique Species and Habitat
Same effect as Alternative A and B.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects on wildlife were determined
during the analysis process.

Alternative D
Direct/Indirect Effects

Cover and Big Game Habitat

Effects of this alternative are similar to Alter-
native B except for a reduced level of noxious weed
control, Increased road construction, and cover for-
age ratios that may change from current congdition
through harvest.
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Snag Habitat

Same effect as Alternative B.

The remainder of the corridor will be man-
aged at the 100% snag level.

Management Indicator Species
Same effect as Alternative B.

Unique Species and Habitat
Effects of this altternative are the same as
Ahlernative A.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects on wildlife were determined
during the analysls process.

VEGETATION/BOTANICAL

The issue Is: How bast to manage for the
protection and enhancement of the popula-
tions and habitat of the vegetation and
botanical resources within the river corridor?

A comparison of the altematives for the botanical
ORV will Include dispersed camping, grazing of
stock animals, the fuelwood cutting program, all ter-
rain vehicle (ATV) use, Public education/
interpretation and PETS plant habitat improvememt
as criteria. These activities have the greatest poten-
tial to impact PETS plants and their habitat.

Alternative A
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative A is the no action alternative. Manage-
ment guidelines outlined in the FSM and LRMP will
be followed with no emphasis on any particular
ORV.

Dispersed Camping: This has historically
been an unregulated activity and will remain
so under Alternative A. The potential for im-
pact arises when dispersed sites are estab-
lished near PETS plant populations. Direct
impacts include road building, firewood cut-
ting and trampling. These adverse Impacts
can occur long after a dispersed site has
been established as is the case of the
Botrychium pedunculosum type locality. Im-
pacts at this site from the adjacent dispersed
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camp include trampling, fuelwood cutting
slash piled on Individual plants and a latrine
dug within the population. It is anticipated
that these impacts will continue under Alter-
native A.

Stock Facilitles: Existing regulations regard-
ing the grazing of stock animals may result in
diract adverse Impact to PETS plants or habi-
tat through trampling, grazing, soll disturb-
ance and indirect impact through the estab-
lishment of non-native plant species
transported by hay and animals.

Fuelwood Cutting Program: This Is presently
restricted to commercial permit only. Under
the greensheet system, areas to avoid can
be specified and potential for direct negative
impact can be reduced. Enforcement of the-
se restrictions can be difficult however. Per-
sonal fuelwood cutting for campground use
will continue to be permitted. This activity has
adversely effected PETS plants and habitat
in the past and is anticipated to continue to
have adverse direct effects.

ATVs: Currently, ATV use is not restricted
beyond state law requirements. Direct ad-
verse impacts to PETS plants and habitat
may result through soil disturbance and me-
chanical damage.

Dispersed Roads: Current direction outlined
In the LMRP will be followed. There Is poten-
tial to adversely effect the botanical OR value
indirectly through access to sensitive areas.

Public Education: Signing at trallheads and
campgrounds may alleviate some of the ac-
tivities which adversely Impact PETS plants
and habitat. There are no provisions for this
to occur under alernative A.

Habitat improvement: Currently, lodgepole
pines appear to be encroaching on Botrychi-
um habitat. This is probably the conse-
quence of fire suppression. The Introduction
of prescribed fire will reduce shade and may
improve habitat resulting in a direct benficial
effect. Under Alternative A there are no provi-
slons for habitat improvement.




Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysls process.

Alternative B
Direct/indirect Effects

Alternative B will manage for the highest level of
recreational use without adversely Impacting other
ORV values.

Dispersed Camping: Existing dispersed sites
will be evaluated to determine if adverse ef-
fects are occurring to the botanical ORV.
Those sites determined to be resulting in a
adverse impact will be closed. This should
result In a minimal level of direct Impact to the
botanical ORV. Additlonal dispersed and de-
veloped sites may be developed where ap-
propriate. These new sites will be surveyed
and therefore will not resuit in adverse impact
to the botanical ORV.

Stock Facilities: Facllities will be provided at
developed campgrounds and trailheads and
the use of pellets or grain encouraged. Graz-
ing wil be limited to the east side of road
8210. These actlons will reduce the potential
for direct and Indirect adverse effect to the
botanical ORV but impacts may still occur
east of the 8210 road.

Fuelwood Cutting Program: The program
would be offered to both commercial and
personal users within restricted sites only.
Surveys for PETS plants could be completed
for these sites before any activity takes place
and therefore, potentlal for direct adverse im-
pact reduced to a low level.

ATVs: Use of ATVs would ba restricted to
designated areas in the northern half of the
river corridor. Areas can be chosen which are
appropriate and will result In minimal re-
source damage. If enforcement s sufficient
to assure compliance, potential to impact the
botanical ORV should be reduced to a low
level.

Dispersed Roads: Roads to recreation facili-
ties and roads to approved dispersed camp-

sites will remaln open. Those roads leading
to sites with conflicts with the botanical ORV
will be closed. This will reduce the potential
for adverse Impact 1o a low level, assuming
law enforcement Is sufficlent enough to gain
compliance.

Public Education: Interpretive programs and
brochures will be developed to alleviate In-
pacts to the botanical ORV. This is anticipat-
ed to result in a beneficial indirect effect.

Habitat Improvement: No habitat Improve-
ment projects will be initiated.

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternative C
Direct/Indirect Effects

Alternative C places the greatest emphasls on the
natural ORVs without adversely effecting the recre-
ational ORV.

Dispersed Camping: Sites between the
Lostine River and road 8210 will be eliminat-
ed. Dispersed camping east of road 8210 will
be allowed if there are no likely adverse im-
pacts to the botanical ORV. This will reduce
direct adverse effects to a minimal level.

Stock Facllitles: Facilities will be provided at
all developed campgrounds and trailheads
and grazing restricted to these areas. This
will greatly alleviate uncontrolled grazing and
reduce potential direct and indirect adverse
effects to the botanical ORV to a minimal lev-
el

Fuelwood Cutting Program: No fueiwood
cutting, commercial or personal use, would
be allowed. No ground disturbance would
take place and the potential to impact the
botanical ORV would be eliminated. Fuel-
wood cutting for campground use will be al-
lowed. There is potential to have direct ad-
verse impacts to the botanical ORV as a
result of this activity.
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ATV's: All ATV use will be prohibited. No
ground disturbance will take place and there-
fore, there is no potential toimpact the botan-
ical ORV.

Dispersed Roads: Roads which access ap-
proved dispersed sites will remain open. Al
other roads will be open under permit only.
This wili reduce the potential for both direct
and Indirect adverse effects to the botanical
ORV to minimal levels.

Public Education: A program will be initlated
to provide tralning for Forest Service person-
nel, develop brochures and provide signing.
A beneficial indirect effect to the botanical
ORV is anticipated.

Habitat impsovement: The type locality for
Botrychium pedunculosum will be en-
hanced. Activitles may include the use of pre-
scribed fire and fencing. These activities will
have a direct beneficlal effect to the botanical
ORV.

Cumuiative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

Alternative D
Direct/Indirect Effects
Alternative D will manage for a balance of ORVSs.

Dispersed Camping: Restriction and devel-
opment of disparsed sites will be similar to
Alternative C. The levei of direct adverse ef-
fects to the botanical ORV will also be similar
to Alternative C.

Stock Facilities: There will be facilities at se-
lected campgrounds and all trailheads and
grazing restricted to designated areas. This
action will alleviate the direct and indirect ad-
verse effects of stock animals on the botani-
cal ORV, although to a lesser degree than
Alternative C due to fewer facilities and graz-
ing which occurs outside of those facilties.

Fuelwood Cutting Program; This activity will
only be carried out with the abjective of en-

hancing ORV values. Direct adverse effects
to the botanical ORV will be reduced to mini-
mal levels. Fuelwood cutting for campfires
will be aliowed and as In the other altema-
tives, potential exists to have a direct adverse
effect on the botanical ORV as a result.

ATV's: The use of ATV's will be restricted to
open roads. This will reduce potential to have
direct adverse effacts on the botanical ORV
to minimal levels.

Dispersed Roads: Actions and effects to the
botanical ORV are the same as Alternative C.

Public Education: Praposed actions and po-
tential effects are similar to Alternative C.

Habitat improvement: The type locality for
Botrychlum pedunculosum will be en-
hanced. Activities may include the use of pre-
scribed fire and fencing. These activities will
have a direct beneficial eftect to the botanical
ORvV,

Cumulative Effects

No cumulative effects were identified during the
analysis process.

However, it must be noted that ittle is known of the
biological requirements or population biology of the
PETS plants occurring in the Lostine Wild and
Scenic River Planning Area. An assumption can be
made that as human visitation increases, the poten-
tial for negative impact to these species also in-
creases. The degree to which this potential impact
increases is dependent on the level of control used
to regulate human activities. No accurate assess-
ment of cummulative effects can be made. This
would apply to all alternatives.

PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
EEFECTS THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED

No adverse environmental effects that cannot be
avoided were identified during the analysis process.
The impact to private landowners cannot be avoid-
ed as Congress designated the river intothe Nation-
al Wild and Scenic System. The Forest Service is
charged with developing the management plan.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM_USE
AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

During the development of the alternatives, neither
long-term or short-term productivity would be atfect-
ed.

IRREVERS!BLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMIT-

MENTS OF RESOURCES

No alternative represents an lrreversible or irretriev-
able commitment of resources.

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH PLANS AND
POLICIES OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS

No conflicts were Identified with plans or policles of
other agencies during the analysis process.
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CHAPTER IV. AGENCIES AND PERSONS CONSULTED

The development of this envircnmental analysis involved numerous people, agencies, groups, and govern-
ments. The foliowing is a list of the person(s) and agencies consulted.

Government

State of Oregon
Nez Perce Tribe
Confederated Tribe of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
Wallowa County

Agencies and Organizatlons

American Rivers, Inc.

Army Corps of Engineers, Dist. Englneers

Audubon Society of Portland

Biue Mountain Audubon Society

Bonneville Power Administration

Bureau of indian Affairs

Bureau of Land Management

Columbla River Inter-tribai Fish Commission
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla indian Resesvation
Environmental Protection Agency

E. O. Sportsmen Council

Forestry & Range Sciences Lab

Grande Ronde Resource Council

Malntain Eastern Oregon Wilderness

Native Plant Society of Oregon

Natural Heritage Advisory Council

Nez Perce Fisheries Management

Northwest Power Planning Council

Oregon Department of Agricuiture

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife

Oregon Department of Forestry

Oregon Division of State Lands

Oregon Natural Resources Council

Oregon Speleological Society

Oregon State Department of Environmental Quality
Oregon State Department of Geology and Minerais Industry
Oregon State Land Conservation and Development Commission
Oregon State Parks

Oregon State Marine Board

Oregon State Water Resources Department

Oregon Trout

Our National Forest, Inc.




Agencies and Organizations {cont.)

Palouse Audobon Society

People First

Rao Comm.

River Network

Sierra Club, Blue Mountain Group
Sierra Club, Oregon Chapter

‘The Nature Conservancy

Tii-State Steeiheaders

U, S. Environmental Protection Agency
U. S. Fish & Wildiife Service

U. S. Soil Conservation Service

Wallowa Co. Soil & Water Cons. District
wallowa Co. Sportsmen's Association
Wallowa County, Board of Commissioners
Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce
Wallowa County Court

Wallowa Resource Council

Individuals Representing Government

Les Aucoin {U.S. Representative)

Ray Baum (State Representative)

Peter Defazio (U.S. Representative)

Mark Hatfieid (U.S. Senator)

Marie Lester (Union County Commissioner)
Bob Packwood (U.S. Senator)

Denny Smith (U.S. Representative)

Robert Smith (U.S. Representative)
Eugene Timms (State Senator)

Ron Wyden (U.S. Representative)

Glen Youngman (Umatilla County Commissioner)
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Private Landowners and Interested Individuals

Private landowners that live within a half a mile of the Lostine River were put on a mailing list to keep
them informed as we proceeded through the process. There are 23 individual landowners on this list.
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69 private Individuals who have expressed int

erest In the plan are aiso on the mailing list.
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Interdisciplinary Team

We have participated In this analysis and belleve the significant issues have been Identified

and addressed:
A foz

MAFITY R, River Planner Date

— ;,(,--—-' J c,._t‘- 3//4/(;\3

KEVIN MARTIN, Wallowa Zone Wildiife Biologist Date
W _S5/zo/9%

PAUL SBRVIS, HCNRA Silvicutturist Date

N e aya

_,), C oo S/f {//? 3
BOB ROSE, Wailowa Zone Fisheries Dafe

/"}*__'—__'“ — Pl ]
P e Sfefi3
N, Wallowa Zone Botanist Date

'/?(-;.,\_ Ccub(m«/ _5'/; 5‘/({'"3

B\ CARLSON, Eagle Cap Recreation Planner Dafe !
PAT O'CONNOR, Eagle Cap Resource Assistart Daté ’
Recommended by:

W 5"/ /%, /52
Y@ SWANGER, Eagié Cap District Ranger Dafe

1 believe this assessment meets the requirements of the National Environmentai Policy Act
of 1969.

é;M Lk(&ﬂﬁ&a 7/:/?3
UCE McMILLAN, Forest Environmental Coordinator Date
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