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RED RIVER GORGE NATIONAL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISTRICT
DESIGNATED 200%:

ol ocated Wolfe, Powell and Menifee
Counties — 39,000 acres on Forest

Service

°Nationa”9 sigﬂiﬁcant Historical District bg

National Register of Historic Places

eNational Register is this countrg’s Primarg

means OF ac‘mowledging those cultural

resources tha’t are worth Yy omC Preservation

o442 contributi ng archaeological
resources that possess special values or

roles For the de\/elopment oF our countrg



ARCHAEOLOGISTS
PERFORM 2 TYPES
OF SURVEYS:

Phase | — simple shovel tests

Phase Il — detailed cligs




Phase | lnvestigations in Rockshelters




PHASE |
Shovel Tests
Used To Determine

Cultural Deposits




PHASE I

Invest: gations




Cultural Deposits
Historic covering

Prehistoric

l_arge
cooki ng

over

Sterile Soils




Modern Times - Recreation

CamPing lmpacts to Rockshelter Sites




Miles and miles of
user~cleve|oped

trails to remote

clifline




Numerous user
created trails
along clifflines ]:)3
hikers, campers
and rock

climbers.




Damage to Cultural Deposits

Two-thirds of sites in
Gorge are estimated to
be imPac’cecl from relic

cligging or clispersecl

recreational activities.




Modern Caml:)ers in 2002 dug out
a |arge Portion of floor for ease

of CamPing at this rockshelter




Cam[oers make rockshelters
their teml:)orarg homes.




Mang Party campers leave behind trash




A Forest Sul:)ervisor’s
Closure Order
Prohibiting camPing
and fire bui!cling in

rocksheltcrs was

implementecl N
APril of 2000




Camping in rockshelters has diminished,

but still continues

Damage to
Cultural
Deposits
(midden) ]:)9
|arg<—: fire on
floor - 2005




MIDDEN
— Intact
stratified
lagers of
Cultural
Deposits




Some campers remove artitacts when
camping in rockshelters

\

Spearpoi Nt




ROCK
CLIMBING

Brian Maslgar Photo




Rock Climbing
impacts
Human caused
erosion &
trampling on

cultural clePosits

Harrison Shull Photo




BOULDERING IN ROCKSHELTERS

Rocks removed
and floor
smoothed for
Placement of

PECIS













QOver 25
Archaeological Sites
fenced at heavg use

camPing and rock

climbing areas




ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE MONITORING
I‘Sackc:ountrg Rangers




Backcountrg Ranger clocumcnting
recent relic cligging activitg




Cattle Pen clestrogccl bg Partg campers







Now that the Red River Clely= has revealed its cultural
historg from the artifact remains, we know now how the
land and its inhabitants have been inex’tricablg
intertwined through time. We have the obligation to act

on that knowledge, to become stewards of the Pas’c




