Monument Fire Center Prescribed Fire Public Information Map
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Obijectives of the project include reducing the amount

of pine needles, leaves, small branches, and oak

brush as well as reducing woody debris left over from
earlier stages of the project. Historically, low-elevation
Ponderosa Pine ecosystems such as those at Monument,

are estimated to have burned every 10 years. Prescribed fire
will help mimic the natural fire regime and reduce the risk of
catastrophic wildfire.

The US Forest Service works with Colorado Department

of Public Health and Environment to conduct prescribed
burns when conditions will minimize smoke impacts to
communities. However, some smoke is inevitable and part of
living in a fire-dependent ecosystem. More information about
smoke impacts and how to prepare can be found

at fire.airnow.gov. The good news about the smoke

from a prescribed fire is that you will know when it

happens so you can be prepared.

The Monument Fire Center project is part of an ongoing, collaborative restoration project
developed with partners including the Colorado Forest Restoration Institute, The Nature
Conservancy, and neighbors.
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Monument Fire Center Prescribed Fire Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)

Q. Why was Monument Fire Center chosen for treatment?

A. The prescribed fire on the grounds of the Monument Fire Center is a continuation of an ongoing
project (2021-2023) that has included mechanical thinning, mastication and pile burning. The
project is part of a much bigger picture called the National Wildfire Crisis Strategy. The Colorado
Front Range Landscape was chosen as part of this national strategy.

Q. What is the Colorado Front Range Landscape?

A. The Colorado Front Range Landscape encompasses 3.5 million acres stretching along the entire
Front Range from the Wyoming border south to Hwy 50 near penrose, CO. The Colorado Front
Range project focuses on cross-jurisdictional, strategically important fuels treatments and will
maximize collaboration with communities and partners to prevent devastating wildfires through-
out the high-risk front range.

Q. What is going to happen to the trails that are inside the treatment units?
A. There might be some minimal damage and debris on the trail system. This is expected and
something that will be able to be cleaned up and maintained.
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Q. Are there plans for possible escape of this prescribed fire?
A. While there is no anticipation of this burn escaping the control lines, we are prepared to take
action if this fire was to escape. Your local fire department will be on scene with us during the firing
operation and will also have units available to assist if needed. Other local agencies such as the
humane society are contacted by El Paso County Health Department, who we work with to manage
smoke impacts.




