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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
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Overview 
The Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest is making an administrative change to Table 
4 in Appendix D: Vegetation Classifications and Descriptions. The Forest Plan utilizes the 
National Technical Guide size class categories that are in 5-inch increments. However, 
Appendix D displayed incorrect diameter breaks for the small tree and medium tree size 
classes. Table 4 has been updated with the correct diameter ranges and is shown below. 
This change will be effective as of May 29, 2024.  

Updated Table 4: Forest size classes on the HLC NF 
Size Class Diameter 

range Description 

Seedling/sapling 0 to 4.9 
inches 

The seedling/sapling size class represents the early successional stage 
of development. Forests are dominated by seedlings (less than 4 ½ feet 
tall) and saplings (less than 5 inches diameter). There may be low 
numbers of overstory larger trees present. Most trees are less than 40 
years old and less than 40 feet tall. On sites of lower productivity (higher 
elevation, poor soils) or in dense stands, trees in in this class may be 
older because of their slower diameter growth rates. 

Small tree 5 to 9.9 
inches 

Small size class forests are in the mid-successional stage of 
development, composed mostly of immature trees 5 to 9.9 inches 
diameter. Typical tree ages range from 40 to 75 years old. They often 
have a single canopy layer, but two or more layers are not uncommon, 
depending on disturbance history and site conditions. 

Medium tree 10 to 14.9 
inches 

Medium size class forests are also in the mid-successional stage of 
development, where trees 10 to 14.9 inches diameter dominate. Vertical 
structures vary considerably. Tree age varies depending on species 
composition, site conditions, and stand density, but is typically 75 to 110 
years old. On sites with harsher growing conditions or in stands of very 
high densities and low growth rates, trees in this medium size class 
might be substantially older. 

Large tree 15 to 19.9 
inches 

Large size class forests are usually older than those in the medium 
class. Trees 15 to 19.9 inches diameter dominate. Most trees are over 
90 years old, and most stands are in the mid or late successional stage 
of development. There are sites where trees of large tree size classes 
are substantially younger or much older. 

Very large tree 20+ 
inches 

Very large size class forests represent the oldest stands, where trees 
>=20 inches diameter dominate. The larger trees are typically over 130 
years old, and some may be several centuries in age. Forests are in the 
late successional stage of development, and some correlate to old 
growth forest. These forests typically have a more complex structure 
than other successional stages. 
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Contact Person 
For additional information concerning these changes, please contact Deborah Entwistle, 
Planning and Resources Staff Officer at Helena – Lewis and Clark National Forest- Forest 
Supervisor’s Office, 2880 Skyway Drive, Helena, MT or by phone at (406) 449-5201. 

Signature and Date 

___________________________              _________________ 
EMILY PLATT      DATE 
Forest Supervisor 
Helena – Lewis and Clark National Forest 
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