Converse Basin Grove—Boole Tree and

Chicago Stump

HUME LAKE RANGER DISTRICT
GIANT SEQUOIA NATIONAL MONUMENT
SEQUOIA NATIONAL FOREST

Background

Converse Basin Grove at over 4,600 acres is one of
the largest groves of giant sequoias in the world.
Located in the northeast corner of the grove is the
Boole Tree, the largest tree in the National Forest
System and one of the largest living trees in the
world. Before Converse Basin came under USDA
Forest Service management in the 1930s, most of
the large trees had been cut down during the
extensive logging operations beginning in the late
1800s and running into the early 1900s.

Today the grove is vibrantly alive again and is
managed as a living laboratory for scientists to
study and for the public to enjoy. Several stands of
mature sequoias escaped the 1880s logging. Over
the last 100 years, second-growth giant sequoias and
other forest species have grown to replace the fallen
giants. Relics of both prehistoric and historic use
remain in the grove, but remember; all these items
are protected by law and must remain in the woods.
The oldest verified sequoia stump is in Converse
Basin Grove and is just over 3, 200 years old.

In 1955 the McGee Fire burned most of Converse
Grove and provided opportunities to study the
interaction of fire and second-growth forests.
Converse Basin is a living testimony to the
resilience of giant sequoias.

How to Get There

The Converse Basin Grove is fairly easy to reach on
dirt road by car from State Highway 180 (Kings
Canyon Scenic Byway). It is best to visit in the
summer when the road is dry or in the winter by
cross-country skis or snowmobile.

Take Highway 180 three miles north of Grant Grove
Village to Forest Road 13S03 and travel 2.8 miles to
the Chicago Stump trailhead.

Take Highway 180 about four miles north of Grant
Grove village to the Converse Turnoff (Forest Road
13S55). Take Forest Road 13S55 about 2 miles to

Stump Meadow. Continue on this route 1 mile to
the Boole Tree Trailhead at the end of road.
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There are a few dispersed camping
areas which people are welcome to use in the grove. Closest developed campground is Princess on Highway
180. There is interpretive trail through the Indian Basin Grove that is assessable to persons with disabilities.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.” Revised 2010

USDA United States

/-—-——— Department of Agriculture

Forest Service Hume Lake Ranger District
Pacific Southwest Region Sequoia National Forest




