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This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by Jeff Juel on behalf of The Ecology 
Center, The Lands Council, and American Wildlands protesting the Wolf Salvage Timber Sale Decision 
Notice (DN) signed by the Libby District Ranger (Kootenai National Forest). 
 
The District Ranger's decision harvests 3.4 MMBF of timber from 379 acres. 
 
My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the analysis 
and decision are in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  The appeal record, 
including the Appellants' objections and recommended changes, has been thoroughly reviewed.   
 
FINDINGS
 
My recommendation is based upon the following evaluation: 
 
Appeal Review Findings
 
The Appellants allege violations of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Forest 
Management Act, and Renewable Resources Planning Act (RPA).  The Appellants request the decision 
be canceled, the project postponed until a national economic assessment completed for the national 
forest system logging program, and an EIS is prepared as well.  A certified letter was sent to the 
appellants offering to meet for informal resolution.  No response was received. 
 
Objection 1.  Appellants contend the action violates the Forest Plan and NFMA by failing to 
maintain viable populations of lynx.  
  
Response:  In accordance with Forest Service Manual direction, the Forest prepared a Biological 
Evaluation (BE) disclosing the effects of the action on Canada lynx.  The BE acknowledges that the 
action will have some minor adverse effects on denning habitat while providing some long- term 
benefits through the creation of feeding habitat.  The BE discloses that the action should not have a 
substantial biological effect on the lynx.  Based on these disclosures, the BE concludes that the action 
may impact individuals but is not likely to cause a trend toward federal listing or loss of viability. 
   
I find sufficient analysis and disclosures in the BE to support the conclusion that the action will not 
result in a loss of viability of the lynx.  Therefore, I find the action in compliance with the NFMA. 
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Objection 2.  Appellants contend the action violates the NEPA, the Forest Plan as amended by 
INFISH, NFMA and the Clean Water Act by failing to adequately protect water quality and 
native fish species.   
 
Response:  The Environmental Assessment (EA) clearly discloses the effects of the action on water 
quality and fisheries habitat.  The action will not affect riparian areas, and application of restoration 
activities associated with existing roads is expected to reduce existing sedimentation to stream channels.  
  
I find that the action adequately protects water resources and is in compliance with all applicable laws, 
regulations and policies.  
 
Objection 3.  Appellants contend the potential cumulative impacts of harvesting potential 
blowdown in the area have not and will not be considered.  
  
Response:  Appellants comments refer to Kootenai National Forest, Forestwide Blowdown EA and 
Decision Notice.  No blowdown is located in this area at this time.  Harvest of any future blowdown will 
consider the cumulative effects of the action in accordance with the provisions of the Forestwide 
Blowdown EA.  It is not appropriate for the Forest to consider the potential cumulative effects of actions 
which are not foreseeable at this time.  I find the disclosure of cumulative effects in the Wolf Mountain 
EA adequate.  Appellants comments regarding the Forestwide Blowdown EA are outside the scope of 
the Wolf Mountain Salvage decision and will not be addressed.    
 
RECOMMENDATION
 
I recommend the District Ranger's decision be affirmed and the Appellants' requested relief be denied.   
 
 
/s/ Katherine Q. Solberg 
 
 
KATHERINE Q. SOLBERG 
Reviewing Officer 
Director, Human Resources 


