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To: Appeal Deciding Officer 

 

This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by Jeff Juel, The Lands Council, The 
Ecology Center, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, and American Wildlands protesting the Swamp Timber 
Sales Record of Decision (ROD) signed by the Fortine District Ranger, Kootenai National Forest. 
 
The District Ranger’s decision adopts Alternative B1, with minor modifications.  The selected action 
authorizes the harvest of approximately 14.5 million board feet of timber [35,469 hundred cubic feet 
(CCF)] from 4,316 acres.  Prescribed burning is planned on 500 acres outside harvest areas to reduce the 
potential for future wildfires, improve wildlife habitat, and maintain forest health.  To improve 
watershed conditions and wildlife security, approximately 16 miles of road will be abandoned and/or 
obliterated.  To access harvest units, approximately 2.3 miles of temporary road will be constructed with 
61 miles proposed for reconstruction to improve watershed and road conditions.  Approximately 22 
miles of additional road will be restricted yearlong.  Yearlong restriction of these roads will benefit 
wildlife security on summer range and reduce the spread of noxious weeds within the area. 
 
My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the analysis 
and decision are in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  The appeal record, 
including the appellants’ objections and recommended changes, has been thoroughly reviewed.   
 
The appellants allege violations of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Forest 
Management Act (NFMA), the Administrative Procedures Act (APA), the Clean Water Act (CWA), the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the Kootenai Forest Plan.  The appellants request a remand of the 
ROD.  An informal meeting was held but no resolution of the issues was reached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION
 
The District Ranger’s July 25, 2000, letter of transmittal provides specific page references to discussions 
in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), ROD, and project file, which bear upon the issues raised.  
Based upon my review of the references and citations provided, I find that the issues raised were 
adequately considered in the EIS, ROD, and project file, and that the District Ranger made a reasoned 
decision concerning those issues.   
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I recommend the District Ranger’s decision be affirmed and the appellant’s requested relief be denied. 
 
 
/s/ Richard F. Roberts 
 
 
RICHARD F. ROBERTS 
Reviewing Officer 
Director, Ecosystem Assessment and Planning 

 


