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This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by John P. Connors, M.D., 
protesting the Northeast Yaak Timber Sale Record of Decision (ROD) on the Kootenai National 
Forest (Three Rivers Ranger District). 
 
The Forest Supervisor’s decision adopts Alternative C-Modified, which includes intermediate 
and regeneration timber harvest on approximately 1,777 acres, precommercial thinning on 
approximately 286 acres, various fuel reduction treatments on 350 acres, construction of less 
than 1 mile of temporary road, decommissioning approximately 22 miles of road, 12 miles of 
road placed in ‘storage’, and opening the Vinal Lake Road for public travel from mid June to 
mid September. 
 
My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the 
analysis and decision is in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  The 
appeal record, including the appellant’s objections and recommended changes, has been 
thoroughly reviewed.  Although I may not have listed each specific issue, I have considered all 
the issues raised in the appeal and believe they are adequately addressed below. 
 
The appellant does not allege violations of any law.  He is concerned over the impact to wildlife 
and water quality from the opening of the Vinal Lake Road.  The appellant wishes the road to 
remain closed.  The District Ranger attempted to arrange an informal meeting but the appellant 
did not return the phone calls; therefore, no meeting was held and no resolution of the issue was 
reached. 
 
ISSUE REVIEW 
 
Issue 1.  I oppose the reopening of Forest Road 746 (also known as the Vinal Lake Road) on 
the basis of inadequate data regarding the impact of the same on wildlife and water quality 
in the immediate area.  Objective evidence for improved habitat especially for grizzly bears 
does not exist, and solid research regarding the closures effect on water quality in the Yaak 
River has not been presented. 
 
Response:  The Forest responded to a number of comments regarding the opening of Forest 
Road 746 (FSEIS, Letters 1, 2, and 8).  While a number of residents opposed the opening of the 
road, another group of residents would like to see the road re-opened (PF, Book 4, Vol. 15, Doc. 
2).  In light of the concern about opening the road, the interdisciplinary team working on the 
analysis developed Alternatives B and C that open the road, and Alternative D that does not open 
the road.  Alternative A, the no action alternative, also keeps the road closed.  The DSEIS 
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analyzed and discussed the impact of the road opening on grizzly bear (pp. 3-84 to 3-86) and 
other wildlife (see the discussion of Alternative D under each species in Chapter 3 of the 
DSEIS).  At the end of the NE Yaak project, including opening the Vinal Lake Road, core 
grizzly bear habitat would be at 56 percent, which is above the 55 percent standard. 
 
The SDEIS also analyzes and displays the effects to the water resource from Alternatives A, B, 
C, and D (pp. 3-95 to 3-135).  Where Vinal Creek meets the main Yaak River the differences 
among the action alternatives would not be measurable (p. 3-129).  In other words, the opening 
of Forest Road 746 would not affect water quality.   
 
The Deciding Official carefully considered all public comments and the resource impacts in 
deciding whether or not to re-open the Vinal Lake Road (Forest Road 746) to motorized travel.  
The decision he made strikes a balance between the public’s desire for increase motorized 
opportunities and wildlife habitat protection (ROD, pp. 14, 19, 20, and Appendix 3).  The 
analysis of the opening of Forest Road 746 is in compliance with NEPA, ESA, and the CWA. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
I have reviewed the record for the contention addressed above and have found that the analysis 
and decision adequately address the issue raised by the appellant.  I recommend the Forest 
Supervisor’s decision be affirmed and the appellant’s requested relief be denied. 
 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Cathy Barbouletos   
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