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Dear Mr. Juel: 
 
This is my decision on disposition of the appeal you filed regarding the Green Mountain Fuel Reduction 
Decision Notice (DN) on the Kootenai National Forest.  My review of your appeal was conducted 
pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.18 to ensure the analysis and decision are in compliance 
with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  I have reviewed the appeal record, including your 
arguments, the information referenced in the District Ranger’s August 27, 2004, transmittal letter, and the 
Appeal Reviewing Officer’s recommendation (copy enclosed).  The transmittal letter provides the 
specific page references to discussions in the Environmental Assessment (EA), the DN and project file, 
which bear upon your objections.  I specifically incorporate in this decision the appeal record, the 
references and citations contained in the transmittal letter, and the Appeal Reviewing Officer’s 
recommendation. 
 
The Appeal Reviewing Officer has considered your arguments, the appeal record, and the transmittal 
letter and recommends the District Ranger’s decision be reversed.  I agree with the Appeal Reviewing 
Officer’s conclusion that the EA and DN do not adequately address the effects of the 2.5 miles of 
temporary road construction.   After careful consideration, I reverse the District Ranger’s decision to 
implement the Green Mountain Fuel Reduction Project.   
 
The Green Mountain Fuel Reduction Project follows the guidance for Environmental Assessments of 
Forest Health Projects developed by CEQ to ensure consistent procedures under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for fuels reduction and fire-adapted ecosystem restoration projects.  
The District did an excellent job of incorporating the guidance into their project.  The Regional Forester 
and I commend them on their efforts, despite the appeal decision to reverse the decision.  The Regional 
Forester’s staff and I will assist the District as needed so a new decision can be issued in a timely manner. 
 
My decision constitutes the final administrative determination of the Department of Agriculture [36 CFR 
215.18(c)].  
 
Sincerely, 
  
/s/ Bob Castaneda  
BOB CASTENADA 
Appeal Deciding Officer 
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