
1SOUTHWEST PUBLIC LANDS PEOPLE

San Juan Public Lands People
Employee News

Spring 2007

Bob Receives
Regional Award

DURANGO - You’ ll find a new
friendly face at the San Juan Public
Lands Center. Juli Zatorski taken over
the reins as SJMA Assistant Bookstore
Manager and Visitor Information Assis-
tant. She had been working part-time
at the Columbine Public Lands Office in
Bayfield since February of 2006.

“I was smitten with the outdoors at a
very early age,” Juli says.

“My folks taught me to have a rever-
ence for the land, cultural sites and rec-
reation.”

Juli holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
photography from Colorado University,
with a minor in biology.  Her photogra-
phy focuses on landscapes, roadside ico-
nography and dwellings.

Juli has a decade of experience in
retail, including serving as a Starbucks
store manager.

“I feel very blessed to work with such
a unique organization as SJMA and have
the opportunity to directly partner with
agencies that have such a huge public
impact,” she says.

- Alan Peterson

Mark Winkworth, who held the
SJMA VIS job now filled by Juli
Zatorski, is Web contracting for
SJMA and the private sector. Mark
is redesigning the SJMA Web site,
providing support with the Point
of Sales system, and has offered
to fill in with visitor information,
as needed.

- Alan Peterson

On Your Mark ...

Juli’s at PLC
Front Desk

DURANGO - Bob Sieger, San Juan Public Lands For-
est Engineer/Assistant Center Manager, has been named
Rocky Mountain Region Managerial Engineer of the Year.
Bob was acknowledged for his leadership in the design
of complex recreation projects, road inventories, and
sustainability efforts. He was also recognized for

mentoring young and new engineers in the workforce, and increasing the repre-
sentation of women and minorities. Many of his employees say they have never
had a better supervisor in their career.

“Bob has built one of the most efficient and technically strong Forest engineer-
ing teams in the Region,” said Jim Moe,
Rocky Mountain Region Deputy Regional
Engineer.

Bob routinely over-achieves his as-
signed targets in facilities, and roads and
trail maintenance. He has been instru-
mental in the San Juan’s Roads Analy-
sis, Travel Management Plan, and trail
and recreation programs.

Bob started his FS career in 1969,
working summers as a survey and civil
engineering technician on the Black Hills
NF. After graduating from South Dakota
School of Mines, he landed a permanent
position as Civil Engineer on the Black
Hills NF.

Over the years, Bob held engineering
positions on the Kootenai, Black Hills,
and Gifford Pinchot NFs. He came to the
San Juan in 1989 as Assistant Forest En-
gineer, becoming Forest Engineer after
the retirement of John Quenoy.

Bob and wife, Mary, have been mar-
ried for 35 years and have two sons and
three grandchildren. Bob is active in the
community and church. His hobbies in-
clude golf, hiking, photography, biking,
and yard work.

- Ron Duvall
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PUBLIC LANDS CENTER NEWS

DURANGO – Brian Davis,
Assistant Center Manager of
Physical Resources, is headed to
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to work as As-
sistant Field Manager of Division
of Minerals for the BLM New
Mexico-Oklahoma Field Office.

Brian will  be handling energy
projects in Kansas, Oklahoma,
Texas, and New Mexico, includ-
ing Indian minerals and split-es-
tate issues.

Brian says he’s proud of his
work on the San Juan’s realty,
minerals, and air and water pro-
grams.

 “I have enjoyed myself and
learned a lot,” he says. “I think
I’ve helped open up lines of
communication between pro-
gram areas and line managers.”

Brian is also proud of his work
on the Northern San Juan Basin
Coalbed Methane Project, espe-
cially the establishment of the
Four Corners Air Quality Task
Force.

Brian came to the San Juan
in 2003 from the BLM Albuquer-
que Field Office, where he
worked as District Petroleum En-
gineer. He also worked for the
BLM Farmington Field Office as
Staff Petroleum Engineer.

- Ann Bond

Bye to Brian

Carol Heads to
Wyoming

DURANGO - Carol Guthrie,
San Juan Purchasing Agent, is
heading to the Shoshone NF to
be the Purchasing Agent in
Cody, Wyoming.

She’ll also be supporting the
Bighorn NF and helping to train
a new purchasing agent there.

Carol says she will be rent-
ing a house out in the country
and helping her landlord with
cooking for cattle drives.

Carol has been on the San
Juan for four years and says
the move is bittersweet.

“I hate to leave the folks
here,” she says.  “They’ve be-
come family to me.”

Carol’s past career included
working as Purchasing Agent
and Supply Technician for the
National Interagency Fire Cen-
ter in Boise. She has also been
Ordering Manager and Pur-
chasing Agency for the
Deschutes NF, and worked in
Personnel for the Colville NF.

Nona Dale, currently Real
Property Specialist in the PLC,
will be filling the position of Pur-
chasing Agent following Carol’s
departure.

- Ann Bond

Kristi Hits 30

DURANGO – Kristi Arrington
recently celebrated 30 years
of BLM archaeology. She
started her career in Durango
in 1977 as the San Juan Re-
source Area Archaeologist.
Since then, she’s served as
SW Colorado Fuels Team Ar-
chaeologist and San Juan PLC
Archaeologist.

Kristi has worked on range projects, oil and gas inven-
tories, archaeological ground and air patrols, and served
as the program lead for cultural and paleontology.

“Most recently, I’ve provided cultural-resource support
for hazardous-fuels projects in western Colorado,” she
says.

Kristi has been very involved in helping protect archaeo-
logical and historical sites from looting and vandalism,
and in supporting educational programs, especially the
cultural-site preservation work of SJMA’s Colorado Site
Stewardship Program.

“I feel privileged to have worked with some of the
most dedicated, progressive and savvy resource special-
ists in the nation,” Kristi says. “I had the incredible for-
tune to pick one of the best places in the West to work
when I was just out of college, and I’ve tried to do my
best to keep it that way.”      - Ann Bond

Bob Sieger (35 years) and Mike Murphy (30
years) display recognition certificates for their
many decades as USFS engineers.
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PUBLIC LANDS CENTER NEWS

Kim’s Moving to a New Agency

DURANGO - Kim Round has accepted a Landscape Architect position
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in its Portland, Oregon Regional Office.

The position is in the Visitor Services Branch, and covers the wildlife
refuges and fish hatcheries in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, with some
jurisdiction in Nevada and California, along with all the Pacific Islands.

Kim will be helping to meet an increasing demand for recreational op-
portunities in wildlife refuges. Her duties will include designing for accessi-
bility, mitigating for impacts on wildlife, offering support for refuge road
systems, and managing increasing numbers of visitors.

 “Some current projects I’ll be involved in include an interpretive site on
Guam and the upcoming 65th anniversary of the Battle of Midway on Mid-
way Island,”  she says.

Kim came to the San Juan in 2002 from the White Mountain NF in New
Hampshire and Maine. During her tenure here, she has worked on the
design of recreational and interpretive facilities, and served on ID teams
for the Northern San Juan Basin Coalbed Methane Project, as well as the combined FS/BLM plan revisions and the new plan
for Canyons of the Ancients National Monument.

Most recently, Kim was project manager for the redesign of Cayton Campground on the Dolores Ranger District north of
Rico.

 “What I like to do is learn and be able to share what I’ve learned,” Kim says. “I’m looking forward to this new adventure
with a new agency,” Kim says.

“I love the Southwest, the San Juan, and the people who work here, so maybe I’ll be back someday, but in regards to
career development, I think I’ve got a great job waiting for me in Portland.”        - Ann Bond

(From left to right) Flash, Kim, and Jack take a
break during a winter hike on Madden Peak.

DURANGO - The San Juan Public Lands Green Team was formed this fall to integrate sustainability into the
day-to-day operations of all of our offrices in hopes of reducing the size of our ecological footprint. The team’s
goals are to start by taking small steps, track and measure actions to establish a baseline, and get the word out.

Priorities for this year include:
• Purchasing and using a minimum of 30% recycled paper with the goal of eventually using 100%
recycled post-consumer paper.
• Conducting a recycling audit/inventory of all offices to determine what and how much is being
recycled.
• Developing a plan to reduce water usage and document cost savings.
• Writing a sustainable operations charter.
• Purchasing recycled paper towels and toilet paper for all offices and establishing a preference for
green-cleaning supplies in janitorial contracts.

Green Team members Theresa Martella (EPA employee telecommuting from the PLC), Bob Sieger, Laurie
Yeager, Ron Duvall, Kate Shepherd, Laurie Swisher, Eric Freels, Gretchen Fitzgerald, Robert Garrigues, Larry
Sinclair, and Kathe Hayes.

Employees are encouraged to help implement these actions and get involved. Green Team meetings will be
held quarterly. The next meeting is scheduled for June 19th at 9 a.m. in the PLC.

- Laurie Yeager

What’s the Green Team?
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COLUMBINE NEWS

BAYFIELD - Beth Jones, Columbine Fuels Technician for the past three years, has
accepted a position in Pagosa Springs RD as Office Automation Assistant position. Origi-
nally from Illinois, Beth came to the Columbine after working for the BLM at the Craig
Dispatch Center. Prior to that, she worked three years as a seasonal in the San Juan
Public Lands Center, working one season for Durango Helitack and two seasons on the
fire ecology crew.

Before that, Beth worked one season as a park guide and two seasons as a fire-use
monitor at Zion National Park. She graduated from Eastern Illinois University with a
Bachelor’s degree in Botany and from University of Southern Illinois with a Masters
degree in Forestry.

Beth will be joining her husband Jesse, who recently accepted the Supervisory For-
estry Technician in Fuels in Pagosa.        - Stan Sparks

Beth Moving to Pagosa

Barbara is New VIA
BAYFIELD - Barbara Telecky is the new San Juan Mountain Association Visitor Infor-

mation Assistant at the Columbine Office in Bayfield. Barbara worked as a FS seasonal
in recreation on the District last year. Prior to that, she was seasonal Visitor Information
Assistant/Customer Services Clerk on the Los Padres NF and Information Receptionist
on the Sequoia NF. Barbara started her FS career in 2002 on the Gila NF as Ramp
Manager at the Silver City Airtanker Base.

“I’m looking forward to working with SJMA, while still being able to continue to work
with everyone on the Columbine,” Barbara says.

Her off-time activities include remodeling her new home with her husband, Jeff.  She
also enjoys hiking, kayaking, skiing and exploring the public lands of Southwest Colo-
rado.          - Stan Sparks

BAYFIELD – Columbine Wildlife Biologist Chris Schultz will realize a lifelong dream in
April when he starts hiking the Appalachian Trail. He’ll take a leave of absence for six
months to complete the hike, which will begin in Georgia and end in Maine. That means
he’ll have to average about 15 miles a day, passing through 14 states.

“Each year, some 1,500 to 2,500 people attempt this journey, but less than five per-
cent of them actually complete it in one season,” Chris says.

Ever the biologist, Chris looks forward to highlights of the scientific variety.
“The bald mountains in the National Forests of North Carolina and Tennessee have

naturally wide-open grasslands below timberline. The Great Smokey Mountains have
more species of salamanders than most countries in the world, and are currently under-
going a huge die-off of balsam fir,” he explains. “Then there’s the Shenandoah Mountains
overlooking the river valleys with rich civil war histories.”

He’s also excited about hiking in the White Mountains of New Hampshire, which have
more than 40 miles of trail above timberline, not to mention, some of the worst weather
ever recorded in North America (yes, Chris is excited about this). And finally, he looks forward to seeing Maine in September
during the peak of fall foliage in wild areas larger and more remote than the Weminuche.

“Completing the entire trail is the equivalent of hiking from sea level to the top of Mt. Everest 16 times!” Chris says with his
usual enthusiasm. He’ll be posting updates to an online journal from computers at libraries and hostels along the way, which
you can access at: www.trailjournals.com/chrisschultz/. For now, the site provides a map of the trail, an explanation of why
he’s undertaking the journey, and a guest book.         - Ann Bond

Chris is Taking a Break
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PAGOSA NEWS

Phyllis Returns
to Pagosa

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Phyllis
Wheaton has returned to the Pagosa
Office as Visitor Services Information
Assistant.  She really enjoys being
back in Pagosa Springs once again.

In May 2006, Phyllis was detailed
to the Summit RD of the Stanislaus
NF in Region 5, where she worked as

a Recreation Specialist and was responsible for developed and dispersed
recreation.

The Summit RD is located in the Sierra Nevada east of San Francisco
and shares a boundary to the south with Yosemite National Park. The
Stanislaus was also where Phyllis began her FS career in 1985 first as a
volunteer, then as a seasonal, working as a Wilderness Ranger.

She says it was a treat to return, plus there was the additional benefit
of being able to share the summer with her son, David, and daughter,
Tracy.

Prior to her detail assignment, Phyllis was an Interpretive Services Spe-
cialist for the Pagosa RD and worked in recreation at the Public Lands
Center, where she helped develop the Wilderness Education Plan for the
Weminuche, and coordinated the National Visitor Use Monitoring in 2006.

     - Liz Parker

Ros Takes New
Position

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Pagosa’s new
Fuels Crew Supervisor, Jesse Jones, is fill-
ing Jake Thelan’s old position.

Jesse grew up in Oregon and followed
in the footsteps of his parents, who both
worked for the FS.

He started his FS career 12 years ago
on the Willamette NF on a YCC trails crew,
then spent four years with the fire crew.
Jesse then moved to northeastern Oregon
to work one season on the Wallowa-
Whitman NF Sled Springs Rappel Crew.

In 2001, Jesse landed on the San Juan
working in Helitack.  He was with the San Juan Hotshots in 2003 and also

worked on the Columbine RD. He is married to Beth, who is also joining the
Pagosa RD.  They have two children, Kaia, 5, and Samuel, 6 months.

 - Liz Parker

He’s No Outlaw

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Rosalind “Ros” Wu
has accepted the Wilderness/Recreation
Specialist position in Pagosa. She will be
responsible for the Wilderness and Trails
Programs and outfitter/guide permits.

Pagosa’s Wilderness program covers por-
tions of the Piedra Area, and Weminuche
and South San Juan Wilderness Areas.

Ros comes from a science and fire back-
ground. She began working on the San Juan
in 1996 under the SCEP program as an en-
gine crew member in Dolores.

The following year she conducted a fire
history study in the Piedra Area, followed
by an assignment to Durango helitack in
1998.

After graduating from Colorado State Uni-
versity in 1999 with a Master’s Degree in
Forest Sciences, Ros was hired as a fire
ecologist for the San Juan, a position which
she has held until now.

Ros brings knowledge, skills, and expe-
rience to her new position. She is well ac-
quainted with the District’s pack horses,
Barry and Blue, which have provided sup-
port to her trips to study fire-history sites
in the Piedra Area.

Ros looks forward to working with the
recreation, trails and special uses staff in
Pagosa. She and her partner, Sudeep Biddle,
have lived in Pagosa Springs for six years
and are working on plans to build a straw-
bale home here.

- Phyllis Wheaton
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DOLORES NEWS

Something Must be in the Water
DOLORES - New arrivals to announce!  In the home of the Wu-Lester family,

Penny delivered Miss Lucy (Wu) Grace Lester on December 15th. Lucy weighed in at
7 pounds 15 ounces and measured 19.5 inches in length. Big brother Will, 3-½ years
old, is reportedly quite taken by his younger sister. Penny is currently on maternity
leave, but has been seen working in her office from time to time with her new
assistant, Miss Lucy.

Gabi Morey, SJMA Education Outreach Director, and Paul Morey, Dolores Wildlife
Biologist, are the proud new parents of Leopold (named after, yes, you guessed it,
Aldo) David (after his grandfather) Morey.  Leo was born February 6th, weighing in at
8 lbs. 11 oz.

- Toni Kelly

DOLORES - Mike Jensen has been named Colorado’s Outstanding BLM Young Range
Professional. Mike has served as Range Management Specialist for the Dolores Public
Lands Office since 2001. He holds range duties in Canyons of the Ancients National
Monument and adjacent BLM and National Forest lands.

In 2002, Mike helped complete 25+ range health assessments to prepare for the comple-
tion of the Monument’s plan. During this period, he managed through one of the worst
droughts in the history of the Southwest, which necessitated the limiting or temporary
closure of some public lands to livestock grazing. Mike was able to negotiate non-use
agreements with all of his grazing permittees without appeal.

Some locals had feared that establishment of the Monument would mean that grazing
would be curtailed or eliminated on public lands.  Mike has been able to foster and
improve communications and trust among all public land users.

Mike has provided exceptional leadership in the range management program using a
low key, common sense approach. He has an excellent understanding of the relationship
between resource management and the socio-economic needs of the local and regional
community. -  Mark Tucker

Mike Named “Young and Outstanding”

Retiring Takes a Lot of Work

DOLORES - To some, retirement is a time to relax and reflect. Not so for Phil
Kemp, who has hit the retirement path running. Since retiring from his 30-year
FS career as a Silviculturist, Phil has been more than busy.

He signed up as a wildlife volunteer for the annual bald eagle survey, and then
came back again to help with the visual-management process for the Forest
Plan. Meanwhile, insect and disease specialists from the Gunnison Service Cen-
ter have asked Phil review the manuscript for a report entitled “Rapid Mortality of
Aspen in Southwest Colorado.”

Phil and his wife, Mary, have also been busy cross-country skiing, when there’s
snow, and hiking, when there’s not.

- Toni Kelly
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AHC/CANM NEWS

DOLORES - Marilynn Eastin, staff
support assistant for Canyons of the An-
cients National Monument and Anasazi
Heritage Center, has retired. Marilynn
worked in the same position since 1987,
which evolved from clerk/typist to ad-
ministrative assistant to staff support
over the years.

Originally from Minnesota, Marilynn
met her husband, Cliff, in Colorado
Springs. The couple moved to Kansas
in 1962, where Marilynn worked for the
Soil Conservation District and Natural Resource Conservation System.
In 1966, Cliff’s job with the Bureau of Reclamation took the family to
Farmington, New Mexico.

There, Marilynn worked as registrar at Farmington High School. When
Cliff was transferred to Cortez, she took a temporary position in the
curation lab at Mesa Verde National Park. In 1983, she landed a perma-
nent position with the Dolores RD.

Marilynn looks forward to enjoying her family, which includes eight
grandchildren, and traveling. She plans to exercise, relax, and work on
family photo albums.       - Marissa Karchut

Marilynn Retires

DOLORES NEWS

DOLORES - After three years as an Engine
Captain at the DPLO, Weston Burch is heading to
the Nebraska NF to be Fire Management Officer
on the Pine Ridge RD. He’ll also be changing from
a brown (BLM) to a green (FS) uniform in his new
position.

Weston will
be joined by
wife, Shelly,
and four sons,
Michael, 15;
Christian, 10;
Jared, 7; and
Nathan, 4, plus
the family pets.

Weston says
he takes com-
fort in the fact
that the Pine
Ridge is “a very
small District.”

- Toni Kelly

Bye Bye Burch

DOLORES - Fort Lewis College Senior Anthropology stu-
dent, Ryan Wagner, has pieced together new information
on the historical use of Canyons of the Ancients National
Monument.

While inventorying oil and gas wells last year, BLM Natu-
ral Resource Specialist Bob Salter discovered an unrecorded
historical site north of McElmo Creek. There were piles of
burned slag and firebricks, old trash dumps, and an old road,
wagon wheel, cable, pulleys, and iron pipe.

As part of her senior seminar course this fall, Ryan worked
to figure out the historic relevance of the site. She recorded,
mapped and photographed it, and identified and recorded artifacts.  From this, she was able to date the area’s occupation
to just prior to World War I. Ryan believed women and children were among the inhabitants, because she found cosmetics
jars, and parts of bicycles and toy guns.

Although slag is a residue produced by the combustion of coal, it was unlikely the past residents were smelting ore,
because there are no nearby mines.  After researching historic records, she learned that oil exploration began in the Cortez
area in 1911. The records showed that, prior to the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, claims for oil and gas were made as placer
claims of 160 acres in size, and were filed with the county. A visit to the Montezuma County Courthouse revealed a placer
claim filed on February 15, 1911, by six men and three women of Jupiter Oil and Petroleum.

Wagner concluded that the site was a very early oil drilling location. Its remains are consistent with use of a steam-
powered drill rig. Historic accounts indicate that the lackluster results of exploratory drilling in the Cortez area resulted in
moving exploration efforts to the Farmington area.         - Linda Farnsworth

History Mystery Solved!
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SAN JUAN PUBLIC LANDS PEOPLE

Got a Story Idea?
 The best employee news
comes from employees!

Let us know about news in your office -
employee awards, accomplishments,

comings and goings,
events, projects, etc.

Just send an email to:
abond@fs.fed.us
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